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Captured Documents Show Iranian Support
for Hamas in the Gaza Strip

November 17, 2024

Overview

»lran has been Hamas' primary strategic supporter since 2014, providing military

equipment and training as well as financial aid amounting to hundreds of millions of dollars
for the movement's leadership and its military wing. Senior Hamas figures have also publicly
thanked Tehran for providing weapons enabling attacks deep inside Israeli territory.

»Hamas documents captured by IDF forces during the Gaza Strip War offer a glimpse into
the extent of Iranian penetration of Hamas as part of constructing the "resistance axis"
against Israel. In addition to supporting Hamas' military activities, Iran supports other Gazan
terrorist organizations and funds civilian, educational and cultural initiatives.

»The documents also provide new information on Iran's involvement in Hamas'
preparations for the October 7, 2023 attack and massacre, including coordination with
Hezbollah and Hamas deployment in the Lebanese arena.

»The documents reveal a strategic Iranian process to gain a foothold and exert influence
over Hamas in particular and the Gaza Strip in general. Iran carried out the process by
means of extensive funding, partially directed towards civilian programs, strengthening Shi'a
within the Sunni society in Gaza (and influencing Hamas' decision-making by controlling

financial sources and the significant procuring of weapons.!

Iranian Support for Hamas?

»[Hamas' takeover of the Gaza Strip in 2007 led the movement to rely on Iran for strategic
support to assist its military buildup for the armed "struggle" against Israel, and for political
and diplomatic support to solidify its rule over Gaza. For Iran, strengthening ties with Hamas
allowed it to increase its involvement in the Palestinian arena and establish a proxy on the

front line against Israel.

! The documents presented here were identical to those seized in the Gaza Strip.

2 For further information, see the October 2023 ITIC report, "Operation Iron Swords The development
of Iranian-Hamas-Hezbollah cooperation," and the January 2024 report, "Iranian media references to
military aid provided by Iran to Hamas in the past.”
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»Following the outbreak of the Syrian civil war in 2011, relations between Hamas and Iran
became strained by the movement's support for opponents of President Bashar al-Assad's
Iranian-backed regime. However, Operation Protective Edge in the summer of 2014 provided
Iran with an opportunity to rehabilitate its relations with Hamas, which needed renewed
Iranian support following the damages inflicted by the operation and the overthrow of the
Muslim Brotherhood regime in Egypt in the summer of 2013.
»The election of Isma'il Haniyeh as head of Hamas' political bureau and Yahya al-Sinwar as
head of the political bureau in Gaza in 2017 helped strengthen relations between the
movement and Iran, as both figures realized the strategic importance in strengthening ties
with Tehran and the "resistance axis"® partners.
»Since 2007, and especially over the past decade, Hamas has received massive Iranian military
support, reflected in the supply of Iranian weapons, training of its operatives in Iran, transfer
of Iranian technical knowledge and capabilities through various channels to Gaza, Judea and
Samaria, and extensive financial backing. The former Iranian Revolutionary Guards Corps'
Qods Force commander, Qassem Soleimani, who was killed in a United States strike in Iraq in
January 2020, was considered instrumental in establishing military assistance for Hamas,
particularly in the areas of rockets and tunnels. Today as well, the Qods Force continues to
lead the military relationship between the sides.
»In recent years, senior Hamas figures have publicly expressed the importance of Iranian
support, especially for its military capabilities:
+ In November 2018, Ali Baraka, Hamas' representative in Lebanon, said Iran was the
only country supporting the Palestinian "resistance" with money and weapons. He said
that during Operation Protective Edge, Hamas operatives depleted most of their rocket
reserves, and after the operation only Iran provided financial support which enabled
them to rebuild their rocket stockpiles and purchase weapons and equipment (al-
Nujaba TV channel, November 23, 2018).
¢ In May 2019, World Jerusalem Day events, Yahya al-Sinwar said Iran supplied the
"resistance" with missiles which allowed them to attack Beersheba and Tel Aviv as early

as the 2012 Pillar of Defense and the 2014 Protective Edge operations. He claimed the

®Iran, Syria, Hezbollah, the Palestinian organizations, the Shi'ite Houthis in Yemen and the pro-
[ranian militias in Iraq.
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Arab states had abandoned the Palestinian "resistance," and without Iranian support it
would not have its advanced capabilities (al-Mayadeen, May 30, 2019).

+ At the end of Operation Guardian of the Walls in May 2021, Isma'il Haniyeh, head of
Hamas' political bureau, thanked Iran for its support in weapons and funding (al-Sharq,

May 21, 2021).

Transferring Funds to the Hamas Leadership

»lran has regularly transferred funds to the Hamas leadership in Gaza and the external Hamas
leadership in Qatar. Captured documents reveal that since July 2014, Iran has transferred
millions of dollars to Hamas' military wing.

»A document dated July 30, 2020, signed by Abu al-Baraa (Marwan lIssa,* deputy head of
Hamas' military wing) and addressed to Abu Ibrahim (Yahya al-Sinwar,” head of the Hamas
political bureau in the Gaza Strip), describes financial transfers from Iran to Hamas. It shows
that between July 2014 and July 2020, Iran transferred $154 million to Hamas' military wing.
Between 2017 and 2018, the transfers were halted, possibly because of a crisis in relations
between Hamas and Iran following Hamas' warming ties with the Saudis after the movement
supported the legitimacy of Yemeni President Mansour Hadi in the wake of the Houthi
takeover of Sana’a and large parts of Yemen; the transfers were resumed in 2019. Unlike

previous years, according to the document, funds were directly handed over to Yahya al-

Sinwar.
Dear brother/Abu Ibrahim
This table shows the payments from Iran for 2014 to 2020
Number Date Amount Notes

43 August 18, 2019 $5 million | s1 million to Abu Ibrahim
44 November 14, 2019 | $5 million | s1 million to Abu Ibrahim
45 December 2, 2019 $5 million | s1 million to Abu Ibrahim
46 December 26, 2012 | $5 million | s1 million to Abu Ibrahim
Total for 2019 $42 million
47 March 11, 2020 $a million | $800.000 to Abu Ibrahim

*Killed in an Israeli attack in March 2024.

* Al-Sinwar was appointed to head Hamas' political bureau in the Gaza Strip in August 2024, and was
killed by the IDF on October 16, 2024. For further information, see the October 2024 ITIC report, "The
Elimination of Yahya al-Sinwar, Head of Hamas: Reactions and Insights,"
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48 May 13, 2020 $3 million | s600,000 to Abu Ibrahim, of
which $100,000 to poor jihad
fighters

49 July 6, 2020 $5 million | s1 million to Abu Ibrahim

Total so far 2020 $12 million
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Captured document 1: Funds transferred from Iran to Hamas®

»lran's financial support gave it considerable influence over Hamas' decision-making. An
example of that was the pressure Iran exerted on Hamas, as part of building the "resistance
axis," to renew relations with Syria in September 2022, after more than a decade of tensions
caused Hamas' support for the opposition to the Assad regime at the beginning of the Syrian
Civil War. The issue led to disagreements within the Hamas leadership, but Iran exerted
substantial economic pressure, leading Hamas to comply with its demand and renew ties with
Syria.

»According to a document dated September 24, 2022 found in the possession of Yahya al-

Sinwar, he received an update from Isma'il Haniyeh (Abu al-Abd) on the dialogue with the

®For the full document see [Link 1]. The translated portion is marked in red.

235-24



http://www.terrorism-info.org.il/app/uploads/2024/11/am1e.pdf

Iranians regarding negotiations with Syria, specifically on the decision to renew funding for

the movement after Hamas adopted Iran's approach to reconciliation with the Syrians.

2. The financial situation:

It is very bad, and the Iranian brothers have stopped paying
me for about four months. A few days ago, they sent only four
million dollars. The two payments distributed in the last two
months, one from Turkey and the other from Qatar, were
made only after the great efforts | made with both sides, and
by the way, Qatar paid us only once in 2022. All of this reflects
poorly on the image of the movement's leadership and its
chairman, as well as on critical files, especially the al-Qassam
file, prisoners, martyrs, and budgets for the regions and central
offices.

Therefore, we seek cooperation to overcome this test and to
assist al-Qassam from what Hajj Ramadans sends directly,
thereby reducing the meager assistance we currently receive.

May Allah grant success and guide us on the straight path.
Your brothers/Abu al-Abd
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Captured document 2: From Isma'il Haniyeh to Yahya al-Sinwar, September 24, 2022°

»The Iranians had considerable influence over the allocation of the funds they transferred to
Hamas. In correspondence between Isma'il Haniyeh (Abu al-Abd) and Hajj Ramadan, Haniyeh
expressed his gratitude for the transfer of $5 million to the movement, and asked Hajj
Ramadan for instructions regarding the distribution of the funds, hinting for approval to

receive a portion of the budget.

"Head of the "Palestine" branch in the Iranian Revolutionary Guards Corps' Qods Force, responsible
for the transfer of Iran aid to Hamas.
8For the full document see [Link 2]. The translated portion is marked in red.

235-24


http://www.terrorism-info.org.il/app/uploads/2024/11/am2e.pdf

Regarding the financial situation, | thank you for allocating
the sum of five million dollars to help me achieve my goal,
and | request your guidance on what to send to the
brothers in Gaza, in accordance with what you mentioned
to brother Abu Osama.s It is an important matter which is
not hidden from you, and | fully support everything that
reaches the brothers in Gaza. However, the issue is
connected to the chairman’s responsibility and how to
distribute the sums in a way that does not undermine the
benefit we seek for Gaza.

| hope you would kindly transfer an amount of five million
to brother Shadi.i1o who was with you in Beirut (as you
were aware).

Asking Almighty God to increase His blessings upon you,
Your brother
Abu al-Abd
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Captured document 3: Isma'il Haniyeh to Hajj Ramadan, sept 24, 2022
»Captured documents show that over the years, significant irregularities occurred in the

distribution of Iranian funds to Hamas. It can be assumed that the Hamas leadership diverted
some of the Iranian funds for personal gain or its own purposes. Following "Operation Sword
of Jerusalem" (Operation Guardian of the Walls, May 2021), the Iranians provided Hamas with
$75 million. The funds were divided between the military wing and the Hamas leadership
abroad. However, in a handwritten document sent by Abu al-Baraa (Marwan Issa) to al-Sinwar,
most probably in November 2021, he noted that part of the funds had disappeared en route,

and it was unclear where they had gone.

° Khalil al-Haya, deputy chairman of the Hamas political bureau in the Gaza Strip.
91dentity unknown.
" For the full document see [Link 3]. The translated portion is marked in red.
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The received amount was sss million, out of which we sent you
$27.5 million and allocated s30.5 million to the mechanism.
According to brother Abu al-Abd's calculation, a total of sss
million was received. Brother Abu al-Abd included an amount of
$5 million that arrived from Hajj Ramadan on June s, 2021. This sum
was received directly from Hajj Ramadan and accounted for
within the allocated amounts.

In addition, s5 million arrived directly from Hajj Ramadan on July
7. 2021, and was also included in the calculation (and that is a
serious problem).

We took ss million from this amount and sent you s2 million, which
represents 20%. Therefore, my dear brother, there is a problem
because the amount doesn't total 75 million.
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Captured document 4: Letter from Marwan Issa to Yahya al-Sinwar (assumed to be from)
November 2021**

Iranian Financing in Preparation for the October 7,

2023 Attack and Massacre

»The Iranian leadership, led by supreme leader Ali Khamenei, claimed they had had no

advance knowledge of the timing of Hamas' attack and massacre on October 7, 2023.
Captured documents do not verify Iran's knowledge of the timing but indicate that Hamas
coordinated with Iran for about two years in preparation for a strategic operation against
Israel, with the leaderships of Hamas, Hezbollah and Iran preparing both strategically and

tactically for a defining event against Israel.

2 For the full document see [Link 4]. The translated portion is marked in red..
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Coordination with the "resistance axis""
»A letter sent by Marwan Issa to Yahya al-Sinwar and Khalil al-Haya, deputy chairman of the

Hamas political bureau in the Gaza Strip, on December 18, 2022, indicates that an agreement
was reached between Hamas and Iran for an ad hoc budget of $7 million per month
throughout the year to prepare for a confrontation with Israel. "Abu Osama" (Khalil al-Haya)
was instructed to request an immediate advance of three months' payment from the Iranians.
The document also dealt extensively with smuggling weapons from Iran to Gaza as part of
preparing for the campaign. It mentioned that Hamas outlined routes for smuggling weapons
from Yemen through a network of trusted smugglers and even noted an agreement with the

Iranians on smuggling via submarine.

It has been confirmed that as part of this proposal and the
original strategic direction agreed upon with the brothers in
Iran, financial support of a minimum of [$7 million] per month
throughout the year was approved to advance and prepare
effectively for such confrontations. It would be good if brother
Abu Osama were request advance payment for 3 or 4 months,
for example, in the initial installments to accelerate the pace of
preparation and readiness on our part.
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Captured document 5: Letter from Marwan Issa to Yahya al-Sinwar and Khalil al-Haya,
December 18, 2022

Training terrorist operatives
»lran dealt with training Hamas terrorist operatives to use UAVs to attack Israel. Hamas

operated a unit called the "shadow unit," composed elite fighters from its military wing and
operating under the full supervision of al-Sinwar. Its operatives were covertly sent to Iran for
advanced training, emphasizing the behind-the-scenes cooperation between Iran and Hamas

for carrying out attacks against Israel.

B1ran, Syria, Hezbollah, the Palestinian organizations, the Shi'ite Houthis in Yemen and the pro-
[ranian militias in Iraq.
¥For the full document see [Link 5]. The translated portion is marked in red.
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We received information from our secret sources regarding four individuals
belonging to the Shadow Unit of the al-Qassam Brigades who were
smuggled out of the Gaza Strip to Turkey. According to verified
information, they will be smuggled into Iran to undergo advanced, high-
level training in operating military UAVs. The information has been
confirmed that they left the Gaza Strip on November 1s, 2019.
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Our sources reported that the mission came with secret instructions from
the Iranian Revolutionary Guards to enhance the capabilities of the elite
members of the al-Qassam Brigades in the Gaza Strip. It is part of covert
coordination between Iran and the al-Qassam Brigades for the purpose of
conducting special sabotage and terrorist missions against the Israeli army.
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Captured document 6: Correspondence regarding Hamas terrorist operatives' going to Iran
(unknown date)®

Establishing the Hamas terrorist infrastructure in Lebanon
»Captured documents also reveal that an agreement was reached between Hamas and the

Iranians to establish a Hamas terrorist infrastructure in Lebanon.'* On May 22, 2022, Abu al-
Walid (Khaled Mashal) sent a letter to Abu al-Baraa (Marwan lIssa), updating him on his
meeting with Hajj Ramadan, during which they agreed to establish the "Palestinian project"

in Lebanon for the purpose of liberating "Palestine." According to the agreement, in the first

1 For the full document see [Link 6]. The translated portion is marked in red.
8 For further information, see the August 2024 ITIC report, "The Organizations Assisting Hezbollah in
Combat Against Israel.”
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phase 2,000 Hamas operatives would be deployed in Lebanon, with plans to expand the
number to 10,000. It was also agreed that Hamas would join Hezbollah's Radwan Force and
operate exclusively according to its orders. Hamas would be responsible for recruiting
operatives from the Sunni population in Lebanon, while Iran would fund Hamas' activities in

Lebanon, including training and armament.

5. In response to my question about the numbers your
circumstances allow for inclusion in the project, he said, “As
many as you want, we were ready to accommodate 2,000
fighters.” (His deputy told me that our decision was 2,000
fighters).

6. In response to my question regarding the expected missions,
we see two main tasks: If a joint battle occurs and the Radwan
Force is requested to attack, the Hamas force would be at the
forefront of the offensive. If circumstances similar to the Sword
of Jerusalem battle [Operation Guardian of the Walls] arise,
independent influence operations will be carried out, meaning
groups from al-Qassam will act, and we will only assist them.
That indicates that they do not wish to build a missile system,
UAVs or possess anti-armor weapons, such as Kornet missiles
and others.
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Captured document 7: Letter from Khaled Mashal to Marwan Issa, May 22, 2022
Regarding the building of a force in Lebanon:

- The position on this matter, which has been subject to internal
debate for a long time, was reviewed, and so far there has
been no breakthrough or progress, whether with the brothers
abroad or with the party [Hezbollah] and the Guards [IRGC].

- It was agreed and decided to adopt the following:

To take two paths. The first is to end the state of disagreement
and notify the brothers abroad. through brother Abu al-Abd,
that it is preferable to grant the region the authority to work

17 For the full document see [Link 7]. The translated portion is marked in red.
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with the Guards based on the previously existing mechanism,
that was presented to us at the lowest level. The central office
[in Lebanon] will carry out tasks for work abroad to achieve
missions and objectives related to them, such as the military
production of missiles and UAVs, training with Hezbollah, as
well as the possibility of independence in the arena (Syria -
Daraa - Golan - areas not under regime control) to prepare for
future phases. We confirm that we will do our utmost to
maintain a good atmosphere between us, Hezbollah, and the
Revolutionary Guards.

The second path is to rely on brother Amar through the system
currently under his control, as well as to develop this system
with Hezbollah and the Revolutionary Guards, in addition to
expanding the scope of work with other elements in Lebanon
(such as the Islamic Movement), so that the frameworks will be
ready for future work, in coordination with Hezbollah, the
Revolutionary Guards and Hamas (Lebanon). This is to avoid
internal disagreement with the external network if it is
exposed. Of course, it is our right to maintain a high level of
secrecy in this matter with Hezbollah.
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Captured document 8: Letter from Yahya al-Sinwar to Khalil al-Haya, December 18, 2022'¢

8 For the full document see [Link 8]. The translated portion is marked in red.
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Directly Instructing Hamas Terrorist Operatives to

Attack

»As part of Iran's influence over Hamas, the Revolutionary Guards recruited operatives within

Hamas and sent them to carry out terrorist attacks. One of the captured documents concerns
Mahmoud Abd al-Karim Said Karam, born in 1973, for whom information was received
indicating that he was directly operated by the Revolutionary Guards. Following Iranian
instructions left the Gaza Strip through tunnels and carried out a terrorist attack against the
Egyptians. This might be a reference to an ISIS attack on an Egyptian army camp near the
village of Rabaa, west of Bir al-Abed (about 30 kilometers from the Suez Canal), in July 2020.
According to ISIS's claim of responsibility, which matched reports from Arab media, 40
Egyptian security personnel were killed in the attack and more than 60 were injured. ISIS

operatives then took control of four nearby villages and clashed with Egyptian security forces.

We assure you that his acts of terrorism and subversion are
funded by the Iranian Revolutionary Guards. Verified
information indicates that two years ago, he was present in
the Sinai Peninsula via tunnels under the Rafah area to carry
out terrorist operations against the Egyptian army under direct
and covert Iranian instructions.
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Captured document 9: Memorandum regarding Mahmoud Abd al-Karim Sayid Karam (author
and date unknown, most likely after 2020)*°

Paying for Hamas Students to Study in Iran
»lran invests efforts in gaining influence among Muslim students worldwide, regarding them

as an excellent human resource for advancing its revolutionary interests. Iran pays students
to study the Persian language, Shi'a heritage and the history of the Iranian Revolution. Iranian
universities play a central role, training thousands of young Shi'ites born in Europe to serve as
operatives in terrorism and propaganda.

»Captured documents show that Iran instituted a fixed annual program for sending Hamas

students to study at institutions of higher education in Iran. The Iranians offered scholarships

B For the full document see [Link 9]. The translated portion is marked in red.
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for studies in computer science, Persian, political science and military sciences. According to
a document from September 2019, allocations were made for each Hamas division to send

fighters to study in Iran, ranging from BAs to PhDs.

September 9, 2019
Dear Brothers/Brigade Leaders
“May Allah protect you"
Subject: Scholarships in Iran

First, we ask Allah to grant you good health and income, to
support you and guide your path in the way of truth.

Regarding the above matter, based on the General Council's
directive dated 28/08/2019 the meeting was held to establish an
Intelligence and Human Resources Committee to develop a
vision for scholarships in Iran, and the following was agreed
upon:

1. Selection of 12 brothers for undergraduate studies:;
2. Selection of 4 brothers for master's degree studies:;
3. Selection of 2 brothers for doctoral studies

in following fields: Computer engineering. programming,
Persian studies, political science, special naval forces, or any
other specialty requiring expertise and specialization.

Therefore, each brigade team was required to:

1. Nominate 5 brothers with a high school grade of no less than
80% for undergraduate studies:;

2. Nominate one brother for master's degree studies;
3. Nominate one brother for doctoral studies
in the specialties mentioned above.

Note: An interview committee will select the required number
of candidates.

Your brother,
Abu lbrahim
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Captured document 10: Memorandum from Abu Ibrahim from the Hamas' military wing's
department of human resources to the battalion commanders, September 9, 2019%°

»The Iranians ensured funding not only for the studies of Hamas students but also for all
related logistics, including stipends for the students. At the Khirzallah exchange office, which
served as one of Hamas' main money exchange centers in the Gaza Strip, records were found
of money transfers from Iran to Hamas operatives, all of whom were students in Iran.
Additionally, Iranian currency was found, probably belonging to Hamas students who had
returned from Iran and sought to exchange leftover Iranian money. The Khirzallah exchange
office also made payments to the Mushtaha Tourism Office, which was apparently owned by
Rawi Mushtaha, the head of Hamas' civilian wing in the Gaza Strip.* The tourism agency was

responsible for arranging the flights of students to and from Iran.

Payment Destination: Khirzallah
Payment Order: 32093922

Payment Date: June 27, 2015

Recipient Name: Misra Maher Furwana
Branch Name: Gaza-al-Balad

Transfer Amount: 1,550.00 (One thousand five hundred and fifty
United States dollars)

Sender Name: Kifah Atiya Ahmad al-Qanash

2 For the full document see [Link 10]. The translated portion is marked in red.
2 Rawhi Mushtaha was killed in an Israeli attack in July 2024.
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Captured document 11: Receipt from Khirzallah currency exchange in Gaza for payment for
Misra Maher Furwana, June 27, 2015*

Establishing and Funding Other Palestinian

Terrorist Organizations

»As part of constructing the "resistance axis," Iran worked to establish and fund additional

Islamist organizations in the Gaza Strip. It had two primary objectives: one was to have
leverage over Hamas' decision processes. Iran sought to establish several organizations, in
addition to Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ), which would be subordinate to its authority and
could be activated as part of the "resistance axis." The other was to promote the process of
edging the Gaza Strip towards Shi'a.

»After Operation Protective Edge in 2014, Iran initiated the establishment of the Jerusalem
Liberation Brigades (Kata'ib Ahrar al-Quds), which prioritized the liberation of Jerusalem and
the "cleansing" of al-Agsa Mosque. In a document sent by the organization's leadership to the
commander of the Revolutionary Guards in December 2014, the leaders detailed their

activities and requested the financial support needed to implement their plans.

The Brigades’ primary objective is to plan and execute high-
quality [i.e.. showcase] operations that will strike the enemy in
Gaza and the West Bank, operations which will destabilize the
Zionist entity and specifically impact the morale of its
leadership, soldiers and citizens in general. Based on our
familiarity with you, we in the Brigades hope you will extend
your hand and assist us in completing the establishment of
these brigades in a manner consistent with the nature of the
next phase.

2 For the full document see [Link 11]. The translated portion is marked in red.
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Captured document 12: Letter from the Jerusalem Liberation Brigades to the commander of the
Iranian Revolutionary Guards Corps, December 4, 2014%

»The al-Sabireen Movement (the al-Sabireen Movement for the Victory of Palestine) is a
terrorist organization established in 2014 by PIJ defectors. It is affiliated with Hezbollah and
Iran, which funded its activities with $12 million annually. In 2023, Iran pressured Hamas'

leadership to release Hisham Salem, al-Sabireen's leader, after he was arrested in March 2019.

April 17, 2023

On April 16, 2023, a special source reported to us that the
Egyptian intelligence service submitted a report regarding the
release of Hamas leaders from the al-Sabireen Movement on
March 15, 2019. This information was obtained from journalistic
sources and confirmed by security sources. Under pressure
from Iran and in an attempt to curb growing discord with the
PlJ. Hamas released them, including Hisham Salem, the
founder of the movement, after he was detained for more than
a week and interrogated.

The al-Sabireen Movement was one of the Palestinian
“resistance” factions that emerged in 2014 after breaking away
from the PLJ. It is a movement which adopts Shi‘a doctrine and
receives support and funding from Iran, estimated #t
approximately $12 million.

Programming and Development Department - Jalal

Z For the full document see [Link 12]. The translated portion is marked in red.
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Captured document 13: Letter from Jalal from the programming and development department
regarding the release of the al-Sabireen Movement leaders, April 17,2023 (no further
information)*

»lran sought to incorporate secular Palestinian terrorist organizations, such as the Popular
Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP), into the "resistance axis." Iran recognized that
Hamas maintained close ties with the PFLP and that the PFLP had an interest in improving its
relations with international actors to be able to increase its activities. A document dated July
4,2023, summarized the key points of a meeting which took place days earlier between PFLP
representatives and Hossein Akbari, the Iranian ambassador to Syria, during which both sides

discussed strengthening their relations.

Summary of a meeting between senior PFLP officials and the
Iranian ambassador to Syria, July 4, 2023

On July 4, 2023, a special source informed us about a meeting
which took place on June 25, 2023 between members of the
PFLP’s international relations bureau and the Iranian
ambassador to Syria. The PFLP delegation presented its
political vision regarding developments at the Palestinian,
Arab and regional levels. The focus was on the Palestinian
people’s “resistance” in Judea and Samaria, the PFLP's stance
on national unity and ending the [internal Palestinian schism],
the importance of Iran’s role in strengthening the resistance
axis and Iran’'s desire to develop and strengthen Palestinian-
Iranian relations and bilateral relations with the PFLP.

# For the full document see [Link 13]. The translated portion is marked in red.
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Captured document 14: Summary of a meeting attended by the PFLP leadership and the Iranian

ambassador to Syria, July 4, 2023, written by Jalal from the programming and development

department (no further information)*

dgalill 3,1

Iranian Civilian Activity in the Gaza Strip

Working to convert the population to Shi'a
»One of Iran's most significant civilian projects in the Gaza Strip was a socio-cultural initiative

aimed at the edging Palestinian society towards Shi'a. Adocument (probably from 2023) from
the Palestinian Committee for World Jerusalem Day, the body organizing Jerusalem Day
events in Gaza,” outlined a series of proposed initiatives with a total budget of $5.5 million.

The document stated that all the projects were "fully funded" by Iran and were designed to
appeal to the "popular incubator of the resistance." The programs included financial aid for
war casualties; promotion of Jerusalem Day events on social media; a rhetoric festival
(political, media, and military) for the "resistance axis," featuring politicians, columnists and
analysts; distribution of aid and gifts to homeowners whose houses were destroyed in recent
wars; distribution of school bags and stationery to students from the poorest schools,
including materials featuring Qods Force commander Qassem Soleimani connecting
outstanding students to the "resistance axis;" the Imam Hussein Prize for the Holy Quran; a
prize named for the shaheed engineer Ismail Abu Shanab for the best scientific research (in
the categories of humanities, engineering sciences and developmental innovation, and
medical sciences); a competition for the best media coverage of the Palestinian Committee for

World Jerusalem Day activities, focusing on social media, best photo, and best reporting (on

= For the full document see [Link 14]. The translated portion is marked in red.

% World Jerusalem Day has been held annually on the last Friday of Ramadan since 1979, instituted by
the Ayatollah Khomeini. Its objectives are to express the support of Iran and the Arab-Muslim world for
the Palestinian issue and the so-called "liberation of Jerusalem," to defame and demonize Israel and
to call for its destruction, and to challenge the United States, other Western countries and their Arab
allies. For further information, see the April 2023 ITIC report, "World Jerusalem Day: again a platform
for incitement, threats, and the defamation and demonizing of Israel and the United States.
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radio, television, or in print); and a major football [soccer] tournament featuring Premier

League and First League teams, held during the league’s break for the month of Ramadan.

Proposals for assistance and media projects to strengthen the
stability of the axis of resistance

The projects will carry the logo of the Palestinian Committee
for World Jerusalem Day and will be fully funded by Iran.

e Their objective is to be the popular incubator of the
resistance.

e The projects emphasize a visual identity with a
sustainable character of assistance for the Islamic
Republic.

¢ The projects will be promoted, covered in the media,
documented, and a special video will be produced
for each project.

e The projects will distribute media and cultural
materials about Commander Qassem Soleimani and
the efforts of the Islamic Republic in its positions on
the Palestinian issue.
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Captured document 15: Notice from the Palestinian Committee for World Jerusalem Day
(apparently from 2023)*"
Media control
»lran worked to take control of media outlets in the Gaza Strip as part of the plan through

which Tehran establishes television and media networks in countries linked to the "resistance

7 For the full document see [Link 15]. The translated portion is marked in red.
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axis." A highly classified document from the development department of the Judea and

Samaria Bureau, dated May 7,2023, dealt with the activities of the Islamic Radio and Television

Union of Gaza, which was established in 2014. The union includes several radio stations

affiliated with Hamas, PIJ and the PFLP, such as al-Agsa, al-Asrar, and al-Risala. According to

the document, Iran funds those radio stations with a monthly budget of $120,000 and the

union is "loyal to the resistance axis." Its broadcasts support [Palestinian terrorist] prisoners,

al-Agsa Mosque, journalists' rights, and channels and figures listed on United States terrorist

lists.

Report on the Activities of the Islamic Radio and Television
Union - Palestine Office

On June ¢, 2023, a special source informed us that a report was
submitted to the Egyptian military intelligence service which
included an investigation into the Islamic Radio and Television
Union - Palestine Office, affiliated with the parent union in
Iran, led by Sheikh Ali Karimian, a member of the Iranian
parliament. The report was prepared on April 19, 2023, and the
uvnion included radio stations from the resistance axis,
particularly in Iran, Lebanon, Palestine, Syria, Iraq. Yemen and
Malaysia.

The idea behind its establishment was to create a counter-
union of Islamic radio stations, including Egypt. Iraq. Palestine
and Jordan.

The radio union was founded in Gaza in 2014, headed at the
time by Salah Suleiman Mahfouz al-Masri, a resident of Khan
Yunis and a member of the PLJ.

There is information indicating that Iran provides $120,000 every
month for the union in Gaza to include the largest possible
number of media outlets in Palestine.
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Captured document 16: Summary of the activities of the Islamic Radio and Television

Association, May 7, 2023, written by Jalal from the programming and development department
(no further information)?®

% For the full document see [Link 16]. The translated portion is marked in red.
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