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Executive Summary

In public discourse, the militia label is seldom applied to groups outside of the
traditional right-wing, white, and rural stereotype. Furthermore, the definition
of Militia Violent Extremism (MVE), as used by federal law enforcement
agencies, presents an indirect and vague understanding of what constitutes
a militia organization. As a result, some groups that qualify as militias avoid
the attention that the label brings by virtue of their left-wing ideology.

This report attempts to remedy the gap of understanding by examining the
largely silent rise of various armed left-wing groups that qualify as militias
using four case studies: John Brown Gun Clubs/Redneck Revolt, the Socialist
Rifle Association, the Not Fucking Around Coalition, and The Huey P. Newton
Gun Club/Guerilla Mainframe/Geronimo Tactical.

The author reviewed and analyzed thousands of open-source photos, videos,
court documents, social media pages, manifestos, websites, and other
sources. The report’s key findings are as follows:

e Left-wing militias are largely ignored, mislabeled, or misrepresented by
both public and private entities within the counter-extremism apparatus
of the United States.

e The rise of the left-wing militia movement correlates with instances of
police brutality in the early 2010s and the 2016 election of Donald J. Trump.

e Left-wing militias have a high level of veteran involvement in their
organizations. Furthermore, similar to right-wing militias, these organizations
specifically recruit from the active-duty military and veteran populations in
the United States.

e Left-wing militia-related violence is primarily isolated, low-frequency, and
unsanctioned by their larger chapter or national organizations. However,
these militia groups, linked individuals and ideological offshoots routinely
espouse rhetoric praising left-wing, anti-government, and anti-fascist
extremist attacks in a manner akin to the veneration of infamous attacks
in right-wing spaces.

e Left-wing militia groups champion various causes, including anti-fascism,
anti-capitalism, and Black nationalism. Located throughout the United
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States, these groups collaborate with other militias and organizations in
the anti-fascist ideological sphere and possess small arms, tactical
equipment, and training commensurate with their right-wing counterparts.

The left-wing militia movement is highly active on multiple social media
platforms, including X (formerly Twitter), Facebook, Instagram, YouTube,
TikTok, and Reddit. Left-wing militias possess large online support bases
and benefit from little-to-no content moderation by social media companies.
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Introduction

Presently, the field of domestic violent extremism (DVE) research broadly
focuses on right-wing groups and movements. Practitioners and academics
have good reasons for their interest in the far right, including a wealth of
data to justify their focus. A report from the Center for Strategic and
International Studies (CSIS) on domestic terrorism in the United States found
that between 1994 and 2020, someone identified as right-wing perpetrated
57% of all terrorist plots and attacks.2 The focus on far-right actors echoes
throughout the 2021 National Strategy for Countering Domestic Terrorism
(NSCDT), which states: “Among that wide range of animating ideologies,
racially or ethnically motivated violent extremists (principally those who
promote the superiority of the white race) and militia violent extremists are
assessed as presenting the most persistent and lethal threats,” with a vast
majority of racially- or ethnically-motivated violent extremism coming from
the right.3

This excerpt from the NSCDT is noteworthy not because of its mention of
Militia Violent Extremists (MVEs) but rather because of traditional right-wing
ideological definitions by militias and MVEs according to law enforcement,
members of the intelligence community, private institutions, and government
officials. This report shows that the potential threat left wing militia groups
pose is dynamic, greater than ever, and growing. Unfortunately, the
ideological blinders of current trends seem to have affected the language
used in the typology of extremist groups in the United States, leading to an
institutionalized ignorance of militia movements outside the familiar right-
wing schema.

The lack of discourse on this topic also likely influences how we educate the
next generation of counter-extremism professionals. A terrorism studies
curriculum that, for example, only covers environmental extremism or the
left-wing anarchist movement that represented the first wave of modern
global terror poses the risk of leaving students ignorant of current



https://www.csis.org/analysis/escalating-terrorism-problem-united-states
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/National-Strategy-for-Countering-Domestic-Terrorism.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/National-Strategy-for-Countering-Domestic-Terrorism.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/National-Strategy-for-Countering-Domestic-Terrorism.pdf
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developments in the militant left. While useful as a historical background,
this trend results in an imperfect picture of the extremist landscape and
emerging ideological streams such as anti-fascism.

This report, therefore, intends to serve as an initial investigation and primer
on the definition of left-wing militias in the United States, including what
caused the militia model to take hold in the left, describing venerated
individuals in the left-wing militia space, and concrete examples of their rise
and influence in the homeland.

Defining a Militia

The word “militia” has a vastly different meaning depending on the level of
government, agency, or context in which it is used. Classically speaking, the
U.S. Code defines a militia as

all able-bodied males at least 17 years of age and, except as provided in
Section 313 of Title 32, under 45 years of age who are, or who have
made a declaration of intention to become, citizens of the United States
and of female citizens of the United States who are members of the
National Guard.4

Tied to the legislative branch’s powers in Article I, Section 8 of the U.S.
Constitution and intended for the defense of the United States during armed
conflict, this definition does not accurately describe how MVEs organize or
wholly satisfy standards of group classification due to their unprivileged
status. Similarly, the U.S. criminal code does not legally define a militia for
DVE prosecution or enforcement purposes. Furthermore, the contemporary
taboo against legislating on DVE-related issues amid concerns about
protecting the constitutionally guaranteed rights of expression, assembly,
and firearm ownership makes it unlikely that Congress will remedy this gap
in the near-term. Without an organizational definition provided by the
federal legislature to determine what qualifies as an unsanctioned, private
militia group in the United States, one must instead use the proxy of DVE
identification through agencies investigating such cases.

The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) define DVE as “an individual based and operating primarily within the
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territorial jurisdiction of the United States who seeks to further their ideological
goals wholly or in part through unlawful acts of force or violence.” This definition
is significant since the Constitution prohibits federal law enforcement agencies
from prosecuting someone solely for possessing a violent or dangerous
ideology. Thus, they must focus on an individual's crimes or steps taken to
imminently commit a crime, leading to a definition that emphasizes the
individual and their illegal activities over an organizational understanding.

With this constraint, the FBI and DHS similarly do not provide an
organizational definition of a militia group in the context of DVE. Instead,
they take the ideological approach, defining MVE to mean

the potentially unlawful use or threat of force or violence in furtherance
of an anti-government or anti-authority violent extremist ideology in
response to perceived abuses of power by the government, especially in
regard to suspected infringements on gun rights; excessive use of force
by law enforcement; or bureaucratic incompetence in attending to
critical tasks.®

Theoretically, this definition is politically neutral, focusing on perceived grievances
found in both right- and left-wing spaces. However, MVE organizational
identification in practice is almost synonymous with the far-right due to
numerous factors, including their publicity, infamous incidents and standoffs,
and the likelihood that an MVE attacker or plotter is ideologically right-wing.
This trend stands in contrast to the low levels of violence common among
left-wing militia members, thereby allowing left-wing militia organizations to
exist in the shadows. For example, the FBI's website on Militia Extremism
provides examples solely of right-wing militia activity and ideology.” Similarly,
the Southern Poverty Law Center’s (SPLC) list of extremist groups in their militia
movement category only includes right-wing groups such as the Oath
Keepers or the United Constitutional Patriots.8



https://www.fbi.gov/news/stories/domestic-terrorism-focus-on-militia-extremism
https://www.fbi.gov/file-repository/fbi-dhs-domestic-terrorism-strategic-report.pdf
https://www.fbi.gov/file-repository/fbi-dhs-domestic-terrorism-strategic-report.pdf
https://www.fbi.gov/file-repository/fbi-dhs-domestic-terrorism-definitions-terminology-methodology.pdf/view
https://www.fbi.gov/file-repository/fbi-dhs-domestic-terrorism-definitions-terminology-methodology.pdf/view
https://www.fbi.gov/file-repository/fbi-dhs-domestic-terrorism-definitions-terminology-methodology.pdf/view
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/groups?f%255B0%255D=field_ideology:16880
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/groups?f%255B0%255D=field_ideology:16880
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Moreover, groups and individuals can, and often do, exist in multiple,
simultaneous streams of extremism, further obscuring a left-wing militia’s
typology. As such, organizations such as Redneck Revolt and John Brown
Gun Clubs frequently escape the “militia” label in favor of terms such as
“militant gun clubs,” “far-left extremists,” or “anarchist violent extremism
(AVE),” despite their identity, conduct, and missions aligning with the FBI/
DHS definition of MVE. Similarly, attacks that should also fall into the MVE
category, such as Willem Van Spronsen’s 2019 firebombing, are not correctly
attributed, as exhibited in the 2021 Strategic Intelligence Assessment and
Data on Domestic Terrorism report by the FBI and DHS that categorized his
attack as “AGAAVE [Anti-Government/Anti-Authority Violent Extremism],
specifically AVE” despite his demonstrated membership and involvement in a
left-wing militia organization.®

In her seminal book on the U.S. militia movement, Amy Cooter provides a
sharpened framework for identifying a militia organization, explaining that
militias “prioritize the Second Amendment right to bear arms and exercise it
joyfully at every opportunity” and that members “believe militias are civic-
minded organizations whose fundamental goal is protecting not only
themselves but also their broader communities and their nation from threats
against the American way of life.”10 Using a combination of Cooter’'s work
and the federal definition of MVE as the lens through which one analyzes
militias, it is clear that many armed left-wing groups qualify as such, just as
the Michigan Militia or the Il1%ers do.

Left-wing militias such as those below position themselves as anti-government
and anti-authority through a diverse set of ideologies. Using their heroes and
martyrs, they too believe they stand against a tyrannical government that
perpetuates violence against their constituency, either directly, in the case of
police brutality, or via tacit support of right-wing groups who they reason are
deliberately ignored (or facilitated) by law enforcement. Left-wing militias
employ threats of violence, both overt and implied, in a variety of ways
through actions such as armed protests and counter-protests, social media
posts showcasing membership size or tactical training, or organizational
rhetoric. Finally, similar to their right-wing counterparts, left-wing militias
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centralize their movements around armed resistance through the construction
of community defense networks and brazen displays of their Second
Amendment rights in American cities, towns, and streets.

With this in mind, one can define a left-wing militia as an ideologically left-
of-center organization with a Second Amendment nexus that exhibits the
following attributes:

1. Organization in structure, events, training, meetings, demonstrations, or
standardized operating procedures;

Uniformity in ideology, insignia, clothing, or dress;
Hierarchy in leadership or control of the organization or its propaganda;

Constituency in a defined group or ideology they aim to protect, and

o s~ WN

Identity in legends, heroes, myths, and martyrs.

This distinction has numerous practical applications. For example, the U.S.
Army released updated guidance that allows commanders to impose
disciplinary action, including separation from military service, for participation
in extremist groups or displaying extremist symbols both on and off duty.1!
Correctly identifying these groups as militias would therefore assist the
government in its efforts to combat all types of extremism in the armed forces.
An organizational understanding of militias also strengthens prosecutions of
individuals who hold security clearances for making false statements to the
government on their national security questionnaires regarding their
affiliation with groups “dedicated to the use of violence or force to overthrow
the United States Government.”12 Finally, an organizational definition allows
states with anti-militia statutes to counter illegal militia activity more
effectively in their locality.

The Call to Arms

This analysis found the rise of armed left-wing groups correlates with two
phenomena over the last fifteen years. Chronologically speaking, the first



https://www.military.com/daily-news/2024/06/26/soldiers-now-face-punishment-sharing-liking-extremist-content-social-media-under-new-army-policy.html
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2024/06/26/soldiers-now-face-punishment-sharing-liking-extremist-content-social-media-under-new-army-policy.html
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2024/06/26/soldiers-now-face-punishment-sharing-liking-extremist-content-social-media-under-new-army-policy.html
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2024/06/26/soldiers-now-face-punishment-sharing-liking-extremist-content-social-media-under-new-army-policy.html
https://www.opm.gov/forms/pdf_fill/sf86-non508.pdf
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precipitant that coincided with the rise of left-wing militias was police
brutality. High-profile events such as the deaths of Trayvon Martin, Eric
Garner, Michael Brown, Tamir Rice, and Philando Castile, among others, all
served to stoke fear that citizens could not trust law enforcement for their
security concerns, or worse, may have to defend themselves against an
attack by police or right-wing extremists. In the words of Huey P. Newton
Gun Club co-founder Charles Goodson, “My thoughts was, we got to have
something militant, to kind of say if you don’t deal with these picketers,
protesters, we got to have some militancy to kind of support another
option.”13 The wave of Black Americans killed by police officers additionally
reignited broader discourse on topics such as class inequality, race relations,
and the fear of authoritarianism taking hold in the U.S. government.

The second precipitant for the growth and expansion of the left-wing militia
model into the mainstream was the election and administration of former
President Donald Trump. In the eyes of many people who later joined a left-
wing militia, the first tenure of President Trump emboldened white
supremacists and exacerbated socioeconomic class divides, which
necessitated the active protection of minority populations, thereby driving a
population generally supporting gun control to arm themselves and organize
with like-minded individuals. The election also electrified adherents to anti-
fascism, which can be broadly defined (as it exists in the United States) as a
left-wing ideological stream centered around fighting the rise of perceived
fascist movements of the U.S. authoritarian right that are deemed antithetical
to left-wing causes. In a November 2016 article posted to the Redneck Revolt
website just before the election, the author stated

We can only assume that even if Trump wins, his supporters could reach
a fevered pitch and celebratory violence could well be within the realm
of possibility... Our goals then are twofold: To build massive community
defense networks where working class whites aid in the militant defense
of marginalized communities, and to at the same time build a white
working class movement that is actively fighting the spread of White
Supremacist ideologies in our communities.4

12


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=154kkaaCkzQ
https://www.redneckrevolt.org/single-post/2016/11/02/a-call-to-arms-resisting-increased-white-supremacist-violence
https://www.redneckrevolt.org/single-post/2016/11/02/a-call-to-arms-resisting-increased-white-supremacist-violence
https://www.redneckrevolt.org/single-post/2016/11/02/a-call-to-arms-resisting-increased-white-supremacist-violence
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This growth of left-wing militias mirrors other indicators of firearm ownership
proliferation in spaces outside of a traditionally White, right-wing, and male-
dominated sphere. In the last few decades, organizations such as the National
African American Gun Association,5 Pink Pistols (an LGBT gun group),6 and
the Latino Rifle Association!” exploded in membership and influence.
Additionally, record numbers of Black people and women bought firearms in
the last decade—a significant increase that coincided with the coronavirus
pandemic and the 2020 George Floyd protests.18

The cases below are examples of left-wing militia organizations that appeared
and flourished in the last two decades. While this list is not exhaustive, it
aims to provide a cross-section of the state of the modern left-wing militia
movement, explore the various ideological forms it takes, and analyze its
propensities towards violence and other metrics through a deliberate review
of selected cases.

John Brown Gun Clubs/Redneck Revolt

Background & Ideology

John Brown Gun Clubs (JBGCs) trace their roots to the first chapter founded
in Kansas in the early 2000s.19 |BGC is an anti-police, anti-capitalist, anti-
fascist, and ideologically broad left-wing militia network dedicated to building
resilient communities of people through armed resistance, education, and
training. According to the Wisconsin chapter’s website, their mission is to

empower the proletariat to resist terrorization by reactionary forces
through the advocacy of arming and organizing these communities and
conducting community defense efforts..empower the proletariat by
establishing mutual aid programs meant to address insufficient,
inefficient, and conditional government aid, allowing communities to



https://www.pinkpistols.org/
https://naaga.co/
http://latinorifleassociation.org/
http://latinorifleassociation.org/
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-features/john-brown-gun-club-armed-anti-fascist-1234733200/
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-features/john-brown-gun-club-armed-anti-fascist-1234733200/
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-features/john-brown-gun-club-armed-anti-fascist-1234733200/
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-features/john-brown-gun-club-armed-anti-fascist-1234733200/
https://www.thetrace.org/2022/02/black-women-gun-clubs-naaga-shooting-range-training/
https://www.thetrace.org/2022/02/black-women-gun-clubs-naaga-shooting-range-training/
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more sufficiently, efficiently, and unconditionally provide for themselves,
discarding the concept of “conditional victimhood,” especially during
times of crisis...[and] empower the proletariat by uniting them against
the bourgeoisie through class consciousness by means of educational,
counter-misinformation, and advocacy campaigns for important social
issues.20

Similarly, the Puget Sound JBGC's archived website states that its chapter
believes in “active resistance to the corrosive and destructive effects of white
supremacy, sexism, bigotry, and economic exploitation.”2! Although their
nexus decisively centers around firearm ownership, ]JBGCs advertise their
involvement in numerous other activities, such as community outreach and
clothing drives, in a concerted effort to soften their image and attract grassroots
support.

The group’s namesake, John Brown, was an American abolitionist who
sought numerous ways to fight against the injustice of slavery in the early
1800s.22 Brown’s first abolitionist actions included helping enslaved people
on the Underground Railroad and acquiring farmland to resettle those who
escaped to New York.23 However, the rising violence in the 1850s following
the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Act led Brown to violent mobilization
for his cause. On October 16, 1859, he attempted to incite a slave revolt by
capturing the U.S. arsenal in Harpers Ferry, Virginia, but was captured and
hanged for treason.24 First hailed as a hero by his abolitionist contemporaries
in the leadup to the American Civil War, Brown again found fame with left-
wing militia movements such as the JBGC, who use his name to invoke
feelings of resistance towards fascism and American capitalism.



https://web.archive.org/web/20221118220614/https://psjbgc.org/
https://www.john-brown-gun-club.org/about
https://www.john-brown-gun-club.org/about
https://www.nps.gov/people/john-brown.htm
https://www.nps.gov/people/john-brown.htm
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Figure 1

Members of the Rhode Island JBGC posing with a Trump sign and a “Resist Marxism” banner
likely taken from an encounter with Right-Wing protesters [25]

An ideological offshoot of the JBGC model,26 Redneck Revolt is a self-
described “anti-racist, anti-fascist community defense formation” that seeks,
among other goals, to reclaim the word “redneck” and identify it with the
class struggle of poor people in rural areas.2” More specifically, the organizing
principles of Redneck Revolt include standing against white supremacy,
capitalism, and the patriarchy, organized community defense based on
economic class, and conducting activities in public to build community ties.28
Redneck Revolt invokes accelerationist ideas of revolution and civil war on
its website, stating that the organization “believes in using any and all
means at our disposal to gain our freedom and true liberty” and that it
“believes that there will have to be a complete restructuring of society to
provide for the survival and liberty of all people.”?° Redneck Revolt frequently
uses imagery and legends related to labor uprisings in the late 19th and early
20th century on merchandise and social media.



https://www.redneckrevolt.org/principles
https://www.redneckrevolt.org/principles
https://www.redneckrevolt.org/about
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/jul/11/redneck-revolt-guns-anti-racism-fascism-far-left
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/jul/11/redneck-revolt-guns-anti-racism-fascism-far-left
http://rijohnbrowngun.club/
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Symbology, Organization, & Recruitment

Official members and supporters of these groups sport various symbols and
insignia to identify themselves at events nationwide. Primarily, JBGC chapter
members wear militia and left-wing morale patches on their equipment and
plate carriers such as chapter logo patches depicting John Brown,30 LGBT flags
with the words “defend equality,”3! anarcho-collectivist/anarcho-syndicalist
flags,32 or slogans such as “I am an anti-fascist.”33 Although more traditionally
associated with Redneck Revolt, both groups also commonly wear red
bandanas in a nod to coal miner uprisings such as the Battle of Blair
Mountain.34 At events, these bandanas conceal the faces of militia members
and serve as a friendly force identifier.

Figure 2

Members of the Puget Sound |JBGC at a 2018 “Say No to Misogyny, White Supremacy, and
Antisemitism” rally. [35]



https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/the-battle-of-blair-mountain.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/the-battle-of-blair-mountain.htm
https://newrepublic.com/article/154110/antifa-arming-trump-crackdown
https://newrepublic.com/article/154110/antifa-arming-trump-crackdown
https://www.ctjbgc.org/
https://x.com/baystatejbgc/status/1672970399745703937/photo/1
https://x.com/baystatejbgc/status/1672970399745703937/photo/1
https://x.com/PugetSoundJBGC/status/1069454428493606913/photo/3
https://x.com/PugetSoundJBGC/status/1069454428493606913/photo/3
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JBGC chapters follow a market model of organization. The militia is entirely
decentralized, as no national organization is responsible for chapter formation
or membership. Therefore, chapters operate independently, display diverse
ideologies, and support causes that may not be generalizable to the movement
at large. Individual chapters have indirectly addressed current and former
military members, including through a 2023 post on X from the Oklahoma JBGC
that stated, “If you, a veteran, understand NOW that you were manipulated
and used by the US war machine, and you make an active effort to undo that
and work through that, you're welcome here and in our space.”3¢ Redneck
Revolt displays organization closer to a hub-spoke model, whereby chapters
operate with a degree of autonomy but are influenced in some way by the
larger organization. The main Redneck Revolt website encapsulates this
model based on the requirement for chapters to be “vetted,” which allegedly
takes a couple of months to complete, although it remains unclear what this
process entails.3” Nonetheless, there is no definitive way to determine if a
chapter is “officially” sanctioned. Similar to JBGCs, Redneck Revolt targeted
members of the military at least once for recruitment via a 2017 article titled
“Perspective from a Veteran” addressed to both active and former members
of the U.S. armed forces on reasons to join the organization.38

As with many decentralized movements, exact membership figures are
difficult to ascertain. A review of photos of demonstrations, training events,
and outreach programs shows that individual chapters have up to a couple
of dozen members in attendance at any one time. A search of Redneck
Revolt chapter pages shows chapters in Watertown/Fort Drum, New York,3°
Ohio,40 New York City/Long Island,4l Western Massachusetts,42 Lake



https://www.redneckrevolt.org/single-post/2017/05/08/perspective-from-a-veteran
https://www.redneckrevolt.org/single-post/2017/05/08/perspective-from-a-veteran
https://x.com/SciotoRdnckRvlt
https://x.com/SciotoRdnckRvlt
https://x.com/RRNYCLI
https://x.com/RRNYCLI
https://www.redneckrevolt.org/contact
https://x.com/WesternMassRR
https://x.com/WesternMassRR
https://x.com/JohnBrownOK/status/1629548412055040001
https://x.com/northcountryRR
https://x.com/northcountryRR
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Ontario,*3 and San Diego,44. However, all these pages have been inactive or
devoid of content since 2019. A review of X and Facebook accounts associated
with the JBGC shows chapter groups in numerous states, such as Texas,
Washington, and Connecticut. However, this is an imprecise measure of
dispersion. Furthermore, it is likely that chapters primarily organize and
communicate on secure messaging apps such as Signal, Telegram, or
WhatsApp.

Figure 3
Map of John Brown Gun Club Chapters accounts on X
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Activities
JBGC and Redneck Revolt members have appeared at numerous protests,
counter-protests, and other public events since their creation. For example,

on August 22, 2017, members of the (then Redneck Revolt affiliated)
Phoenix JBGC showed up to a counter-protest outside of a Donald Trump



https://x.com/LakeRevolt
https://x.com/LakeRevolt
https://x.com/SDRedneckRevolt
https://x.com/SDRedneckRevolt
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rally to “provide a strong deterrent and counter to the armed members of
reactionary formations present on the ground, which included white supremacists
and Nazi Street formations.”#5> In 2018, the Puget Sound JBGC counter-
protested a right-wing rally in Seattle along with other organizations, such
as Organized Workers for Labor Solidarity.46 In 2023, the Connecticut chapter
of the |BGC claimed they provided protection for the Boston Anarchist Book
Fair.47 The Rhode Island JBGC also claimed to have provided community
defense along with the Connecticut |BGC for a Rhode Island Pride festival in
June of 2024.48 IBGC members collaborated with the Huey P. Newton Gun
Club at least once, as shown in the undated picture below.

Figure 4

Members of the Connecticut |BGC, Huey P. Newton Gun Club, and the New Black Panther Party
pose for a photo at an event. [49]

45 “Reportback: Phoenix Trump Rally.” Redneck Revolt. Accessed June 21, 2024. https://
www.redneckrevolt.org/single-post/reportback-phoenix-trump-rally.

46 Bill Morlin, “Hatewatch: Patriot Prayer Rally in Seattle: Plenty of Guns and Shouting.” Southern
Poverty Law Center. August 20, 2018. https://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2018/08/20/patriot-
prayer-rally-seattle-plenty-guns-and-shouting.

47 CT John Brown Gun Club (@ctjbgc). “Multiple chapters of the JBGC came out to defend the Boston
Anarchist Book Fair this weekend. Local fascists are cowards though, so we were bored and hanging
out on the jungle gym. Chicken shits.” X, November 12, 2023. https://mobile.x.com/ctjbgc/status/
1723804616914059266/photo/1.

48 Rhode Island John Brown Gun Club (@rijbgc). “Huge thanks to @WoonsocketPride for having us out
to do community defense today! And also thank you to our comrades from @ctjbgc for the extra eyes
and hands! We protect us!” X, June 9, 2024. https://x.com/rijbgc/status/1799959371440431119/photo/1.

49 CT John Brown Gun Club (@ctjbgc). "No one has been held accountable for the nooses at the
@amazon construction site in Windsor yet. If they won't keep ppl safe, the ]JBGC, NBPP, and HPNGC
will. #communitydefense." X, June 13, 2021. https://x.com/ctjbgc/status/1404146288820690947/photo/1.
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Members of |BGCs and Redneck Revolt largely do not involve themselves in
criminal acts outside of protest-related incidents. For example, in 2017,
Redneck Revolt member Dwayne Dixon was arrested by the Durham County
Sheriff’s office after he brought an AK-style rifle to a Durham, North Caroling,
counterprotest against the KKK.50 Dixon was subsequently charged with
“having a weapon at a public assembly or rally and going armed to the terror
of people,” both misdemeanors.5! Ultimately, Dixon and others’ legal proceedings
resulted in acquittals, and Dixon successfully sued Durham County for violating
his constitutional rights.52 Dixon’s participation in Redneck Revolt and his
attendance at demonstrations have made him a target on the right, including
being tagged by the Turning Point USA website Professor Watchlist as Antifa,
Anti-Law Enforcement, Violence, Racial Ideology, Socialism, Anti-1st
Amendment, and Protests.53

Another example of JBGC crime is the 2023 arrest of three members of the EIm
Fork JBGC after one member allegedly pepper-sprayed a protester at a drag-
queen show in Fort Worth, Texas.54 However, there is one outlier in the pattern
of relatively low violence in JBGC chapters. Willem Van Spronsen, a founding
member of the Puget Sound JBGC, infamously firebombed an Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) detention facility in Tacoma, Washington, in
2019.55 Van Spronsen is analyzed in depth later in this report.

Current Status

JBGC chapters generate significant online support through their public-
facing social media accounts. Their online presence and recent event sightings
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indicate that JBGC chapters remain active nationwide. At present, Redneck
Revolt chapters seem to be largely defunct. This lack of activity is potentially
the result of allegations from JBGC chapters of inappropriate behavior in
2017 by Redneck Revolt co-founder Dave Strano,>¢ as supported by a blog
dedicated to discussions of what happened,5” and Reddit comments on the
unofficial Socialist Rifle Association subreddit.58 It is likely that many chapters
and members of Redneck Revolt evolved into standalone JBGC-branded
chapters or formed splinter groups in the wake of this organizational fallout.

Socialist Rifle Association

Background & Ideology

The Socialist Rifle Association (SRA) began as a disorganized collection of
groups operating under the same name until a 2018 consolidation founded
the national organization as a 501(c)(4) not-for-profit corporation in Kansas.5°
According to its national committee bylaws, the purpose of the SRA is to

recognize all aspects of self and community defense to include topics
such as firearms, disaster relief, medicine, logistics, agriculture, general
survival skills, and other pursuits necessary to unify and strengthen
communities against the hardships of life under capitalism.. We
maintain the necessity of and work towards the implementation of an
anti-capitalist platform for protecting and promoting the inherent human
right to defend oneself and one’s community.€0

In the words of Faye Ecklar, co-founder and former Vice President of the
SRA, “If you support gun control on civilians, you are supporting the status
quo.”61 On the national level, the SRA aligns itself as an educational
organization, which includes the production and distribution of firearm, defense,
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and ideological guides with titles such as, “Rifles For Rookies: A Firearm

LLANT]

Manual For the Completely New,” “Introduction to Chemicals Exposure,” and

“Anarcho-Syndicalism: Theory and Practice.62

Figure 5
Pages from the SRA’s “Introduction to Chemicals Exposure” manual. [63]
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The SRA adamantly denies it is a militia. The first FAQ on the national website
asks, “Are you a militia?” They replied, “We are not a militia. As a social
welfare organization, we work to educate and advocate.”64 The answer
further argues because they forbid armed protests as an organization, they
fall outside of the boundaries of what constitutes a militia.6> Furthermore,
members of the unofficial SRA subreddit, r/SocialistRA, echo this sentiment.66
However, as explained above, the lack of demonstrating under an
organizational banner does not preclude an organization from being defined
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as a militia, and patterns of training, organization, hierarchy, and uniformity
of many local chapters of the SRA fall neatly within the definition of
constituting a militia. Moreover, the education, training, and socialization
provided by SRA chapters enable members or groups of members from
these chapters to attend protests, thereby de-facto operating as a chapter at
an event without jeopardizing their national membership.

Figure 6
Members of the Upstate New York SRA at a winter range day. [67]

Symbology, Organization, & Recruitment

SRA chapters design their logos using a mix of communist symbolism and
local flair. For example, the logo of the Maine chapter of the SRA is a
lighthouse surrounded by a wreath of lobster claws.68 Alternatively, the logo
of the Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania chapter of the SRA is a view of the
Pittsburgh skyline surrounded by a wreath of wheat.6® These logos are used
for flags (as seen above), patches on tactical gear, and other merchandise
for sale online on SRA websites.”0
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The SRA follows the hub-spoke organization model, whereby a national
assembly and organizing committee oversees chapters throughout the United
States. However, chapters retain some autonomy, including the ability to
create specific participation requirements and representation in the National
Assembly that increases based on chapter size.”l Per the national website,
at least one member of the national organization is a veteran.”2 The SRA
website also states that the organization has “nearly six thousand members
and over sixty ratified chapters nationwide with members in every state &
Puerto Rico.”’3 Prospective members first fill out a membership application
on the SRA main website, pay a membership dues fee of $36 a year, and list
their locality for placement in the closest chapter to them.”4 A review of social
media found a handful of references to veterans and currently serving members
of the military, including a 2023 post from the Kentucky Socialist Rifle
Association discussing “the usefulness of military service” in the context of
skills learned relevant to their organization’s and a 2018 post from the Ozarks
Region Socialist Rifle Association linking “Advice for our current military peeps.”7¢

Figure 7

Map of alleged SRA chapters (produced by a leader of the Upstate NY SRA) in the United
States as of January 26, 2024. [77]
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Activities

Activities of SRA chapters are exceedingly diverse. For example, the Puget
Sound SRA advertises monthly range days on its website for members to
“learn to shoot or refine your technique as part of a welcoming group.”’8 The
chapter additionally claims to host medical and radio training.”® In 2019,
members of the Michigan SRA ran a booth at a 2rd Amendment march,
giving out gun locks and ideological materials.80 In 2020, the Tulsa SRA ran a
disaster relief drive for victims of Hurricane Sally, collecting items such as
baby supplies and food.8! In February 2024, members of the Upstate New
York chapter of the SRA attended a pro-Palestine rally at Binghamton
University.82 Their national organization runs a YouTube channel with training
videos on marksmanship, basic firearms handling, shooting from cover and
concealment, and moving and shooting.83

There is also evidence of cooperation between SRA chapters. In 2022, the
Pittsburgh SRA, Michigan SRA, Upstate New York SRA, and Philadelphia SRA
participated in a multi-chapter training weekend called “Rustbelt Rendezvous.”84
In 2023, organizers hosted the event for a second time. A Facebook post of
the event from the Upstate New York chapter of the SRA shows pictures of
medical training, members clad in tactical gear (including plate carriers, chest
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rigs, and battle belts), and stress shooting courses.85> According to this post,
over 50 members from seven chapters were in attendance.86

Figure 8
SRA members at the 2023 Rustbelt Rendezvous. 871
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Current Status

A review of open-source court documents and news sources found no specific
mention of SRA members arrested on charges related to their activities as an
organization. Following the 2017 Unite the Right rally in Charlottesville,
Virginia, the SRA, alongside other militias, were named in a lawsuit by
Georgetown Law’s Institute for Constitutional Advocacy and Protection that
alleged the groups “organized as ‘military’ units within the meaning of
Article I, Section 13 of the Virginia Constitution.”8® In 2018, nearly all
defendants of the suit, including representatives of Redneck Revolt and their
John Brown Gun Club aoffiliates, signed consent decrees enjoining the militias
“from returning to Charlottesville, Virginia, as part of a unit of two or more
persons acting in concert while armed with a firearm, weapon, shield, or any
item whose purpose is to inflict bodily harm, at any demonstration, rally,
protest, or march.”89 However, no consent decree could be obtained from the
SRA. In 2019, the national organization of the SRA claimed that the National
Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF), a firearms industry trade association
and lobbying group, revoked their membership due to their ideology not
aligning with free market capitalism, generating a large anti-NSSF response
on social media.?0 SRA chapters continue to grow in size and number, with a
particularly significant presence at left-wing events and social media.

Not Fucking Around Coalition

Background & Ideology

John Fitzgerald Johnson, also known as Grandmaster Jay, founded the Not
Fucking Around Coalition (NFAC) in 2017.91 The NFAC is a Black militia
centered around the expansion of firearm ownership, training, and knowledge
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in the Black community to achieve Black liberation and protect community
members from racial violence.®2 In a 2020 interview with the Christian
Broadcasting Network posted to Johnson’s personal YouTube account,
Johnson described the formation of the NFAC as “inevitable” and “out of
necessity, based on the environment and the pressures exacted on the Black
population by the United States of America and all participating countries
that have a Black population around the world.”93

Figure 9
John Fitzgerald Johnson (center), founder of the Not Fucking Around Coalition. [94]

The ideology of the NFAC is not immediately apparent. According to a 2021
interview with Johnson by journalist Graeme Wood, one goal of the NFAC is
the establishment of a “racially pure country called the United Black Kemetic
Nation” (UBKN).95 Additional references to the UBKN are found on the official
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NFAC website,% an official NFAC merchandise page,®” and at least twenty-
three times in comments left by donors to Johnson's legal defense fund.%8
Militia members are generally not seen wearing personal ideological
affiliations on their clothing, such as patches or flags, during NFAC events.
Nonetheless, photographs show Johnson and some members with insignia
supporting various left-wing causes, including police accountability,®® Pan-
Africanism,100 Black separatism,101 and Black Panther Party imagery.102

A U.S. Army veteran, Johnson enlisted in the Virginia National Guard in 1989
before transferring to the Active Duty Army in 1990.103 [n 1999, Johnson left
Active Duty with an Other than Honorable Discharge (OTH) in lieu of a court
martial.104 For unknown reasons, Johnson was able to rejoin the Army in the
early 2000s, where he served until his arrest in 2006 for being Absent
Without Leave (AWOL).105 This charge again resulted in an OTH discharge in
lieu of a court martial.206 Public records of his activities between 2006 and
2017 are sparse, although it seems Johnson became a community activist
during this time, notably helping to organize a march for victims of the Charleston
church shooting in 2015.197 Just before founding the NFAC, Johnson registered
to run for President as an Independent in the 2016 election.108
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Symbology, Organization, & Recruitment

At demonstrations, NFAC members open-carry long rifles and shotguns,
marching in military-style formations clad in all-black clothing and tactical
gear.199 The militia also conducts private training events for members
covering topics such as marksmanship and firearm maintenance.110 When
asked why the group is heavily armed, Johnson replied, “[W]hy not?
Everyone else has guns. This country was born out of revolution. We fought
over slavery with guns. As a matter of fact, they left the British with guns. As
a matter of fact, when the police show up the first thing they pull out is a
gun.”111 The concept of 2nd Amendment reciprocity to Black people is essential
to the identity of NFAC members, who believe that the media attention alone
generated from their assemblies of armed, Black demonstrators is proof in
itself that the community is de facto denied the same freedoms extended to
other races and enshrined in the 1st and 2"d Amendments.112

Figure 10

Members of the NFAC standing in formation during the September 5, 2020, Derby Day protest
in Louisville, Kentucky.[113]
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The NFAC follows a bureaucratic model, with Johnson seeming to control the
locations where the militia would show up to protest. NFAC regulates
membership through an application process via email. According to the NFAC
official website, members must be Black, aged 18 years or older, eligible for
a concealed carry license, and not have been a law enforcement or corrections
officer.114 The website specifically states that former military members are
preferred.115

Activities

The group appeared to surge in membership and publicity during the Black
Lives Matter (BLM) protests, organizing demonstrations in Georgia,116
Kentucky,17 and Louisiana18 during the summer and fall of 2020. However,
Johnson himself has gone on record to distance the militia from mainstream
demonstrators, stating that “we will not be identified with the Black Lives
Matter movement.”119 NFAC events drew hundreds of militia members in
attendance throughout this timeframe.120.121
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Figure 11
Map of NFAC Activity in the United States in 2020.
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Since its founding, NFAC members have been involved in several crimes and
firearm incidents. However, they do not appear to be directed by the militia
group. On two occasions, members of the NFAC allegedly negligently
discharged firearms during demonstrations despite their insistence on
discipline and training. The first incident occurred during the July 2020
demonstrations in Louisville, injuring three other NFAC members.122 Johnson
later confirmed that an NFAC member discharged their firearm after having
a heat-related emergency during the event.123 A second negligent discharge
was reported during the Lafayette protest in October, although the NFAC
denied that the person responsible was a militia member.124
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One notable case involving an NFAC member is the murder of Daytona
Beach police officer Jason Raynor. On the night of June 23, 2021, Raynor
responded to a suspicious incident call on Kensington Avenue.125 Body-worn
camera footage from Raynor shows him approaching a gray Honda HR-V
occupied by Othal Wallace, also known as "O-Zone,” to ask Wallace what he
was doing there.126 A struggle between the two ensued, culminating in
Wallace shooting Raynor in the head with a pistol before fleeing the scene of
the crime.127 Tragically, Raynor succumbed to his injuries 55 days after the
shooting.128

Wallace attended NFAC demonstrations as a member in 2020, eventually
breaking off and forming another organization aligned with the Black
Hebrew Israelites (BHI).12° Both before and after the shooting, Wallace
posted anti-police and Black nationalist content across multiple social media
platforms. On an Instagram story posted one day after the shooting of
Officer Raynor, Wallace stated, “Keep fucking fighting! Move fucking
forward! And don't let these pussy ass pigs fuck with you! | love y’all, Black
Power and Shalom.”130 On June 26, 2021, a multi-agency task force captured
Wallace hiding in a treehouse stocked with rifles, handguns, body armor,
and other tactical equipment on the property of another alleged NFAC
member outside of Atlanta.131 Wallace was found guilty of Manslaughter in
September 2023 and sentenced to 30 years in prison.132
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Figure 12

Photo of Othal Wallace (circled) marching with the NFAC at the September 5, 2020, Derby Day
protest in Louisville, Kentucky.[133]
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OnSeptember 5, 2020, NFAC members gathered en masse to protest the
shooting death of Breonna Taylor in Louisville, Kentucky,134 strategically
timed to be on “Derby Day,” the date of the 146th Kentucky Derby horse race,
also held in Louisville. During this event, federal Task Force Officers
overseeing the protest witnessed the leader of the NFAC, John Fitzgerald
Johnson, aiming an AR platform rifle at them as they stood on the roof of a
nearby government building.135 On December 3, 2020, federal authorities
arrested Johnson at his home in Ohio and charged him with 18 U.S.C. §
111(b) and 1114, Assaulting, Resisting, or Impeding; and 18 U.S.C. § 924(c)
(1)(A), Brandishing a Firearm in Relation to a Crime of Violence.136 In November
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of 2022, Johnson was found guilty of both charges and sentenced to 86
months in federal prison.137

Since the arrest and conviction of Johnson, the militia ceased its public-facing
demonstrations. This lack of public activity corresponds to a stand-down
order allegedly given by Johnson in December 2020.138 Additionally, social
media sites used by Johnson to post interviews, propaganda, and militia
content have gone silent.139.140 |t is likely that Johnson’s arrest and subsequent
incarceration created a void in the NFAC’s leadership that cannot be filled
operationally. However, the continued outpouring of support for Johnson in
prison, combined with considerable online NFAC activity, paints a different
story regarding the group’s status.

Figure 13

A 2022 flyer posted to the Justice for Grandmaster Jay website advertising the location and
date of his federal sentencing hearing.[141]
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Current Status

In December 2020, an account with a username associated with the Huey P.
Newton Gun Club started a Change.org petition to “Dismiss all charges against
Grandmaster ] of the NFAC,” accruing over 1,200 signatures.142 In 2021, a
friend of Johnson named Eleanor Harvey started a GoFundMe page titled
“The Grand Master Jay Legal Defense Fund.”143 As of 2024, the page has raised
over $340,000 for Johnson with numerous new donations in the last month.144
Comments from donors to the fund include ideologically diverse extremist
rhetoric such as “the devil knows his time is short the god of justice will pay
them back in full for there [sic] evil against his chosen people,” “...Grand
Master Jay, has been chosen to carry out God’s mission to let the devil white
people know that when push comes to shove, opposite of Martin Luther
King, blacks will come out fighting kill or die!” and “Justice is determined by
the man with the biggest army and best weapons.”145 To date, Harvey has
posted over 100 updates to the page, including the legal status of Johnson’s
case, Johnson’s health issues, requests for letters, and vigil announcements.146

Later, supporters created a dedicated Grandmaster Jay website for a similar
purpose. This website sells merchandise, posts updates on his case and well-
being, and reposts large quantities of written and video content of Johnson
speaking about various topics related to the NFAC and his personal religious
ideology.147 The website has corresponding accounts on Facebook,148 YouTube,149
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Instagram,150 X151 and TikTok,152 all of which operate under variations of the
username “Operation Bring Him Home.” Other websites, such as Articol
Creative Services, continue to sell NFAC and Johnson-related products, such
as clothing and flags.153 Overall, the abundance of online activity of NFAC
members and supporters in the years since the arrest of Johnson points to a
committed base of people waiting for his release from prison.

The Huey P. Newton Gun Club/Guerilla Mainframe/
Geronimo Tactical

Background & Ideology

In 2014, Darrin Reed, Charles Goodson, and Christopher Daniels founded the
Huey P. Newton Gun Club (HPNGC) in Dallas, Texas.14 Reed, Goodson, and
Daniels also go by the names Babu Omowale, Yafeuh Balogun, and Rakem
Balogun, respectively, across social media and in their duties as leaders of
the HPNGC.155 The club’'s namesake derives from political activist and Marxist-
Leninist revolutionary Huey Percy Newton, who founded the Black Panther
Party (BPP) along with Bobby Seale in 1966.156

The HPNGC is an anti-imperialist, anti-capitalist, Black power militia group
dedicated to the liberation of African Americans. The mission statement of
the HPNGC is “to educate the masses of people on the necessity of self. That
includes self-preservation, self-defense, and self-sufficiency through militant
culture.”157 In pursuit of these goals, HPNGC chapters conduct a wide variety
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of activities aimed at arming Black people while educating them about their
ideology, including protests,158 shooting classes,159 speaker tours by HPNGC
members,160 and other survivall6!l and self-defense classes.162 On an individual
level, the co-founders subscribe to a variety of ideologies. For example, a
2019 Facebook post on Reed’s personal X account captioned “End Game..”
shows a map of a proposed Black separatist nation, the Republic of New
Afrika, comprising Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, and South
Carolina.163 In a 2019 video posted to an HPNGC-affiliated YouTube account,
Goodson stated, “What I'm calling for... is a left, a leftist movement, a
political movement that no longer will we allow the right-wingers to shoot us
down with the right-wing ideology, but we are willing to defend ourselves...”164

Figure 14

(From left to right) Photos of HPNGC Defensive Shooting,[1651 Survival,l166l and Self Defense
Classes.[167]
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The group’s co-founders come from a variety of backgrounds. Darrin Reed
graduated from H. Grady Spruce High School in 1985,168 and, according to
his personal Facebook profile, is a U.S. Army veteran!6® with a son who
served in the Army as well.170 Similarly, Christopher Daniels is a U.S. Marine
Corps veteran who deployed to Iraq in 2003.171 In a 2018 interview, Daniels
cited negative experiences in the Marine Corps as formative to his ideology
and desire to protect the Black community.172 Daniels left active duty early
with an other-than-honorable (OTH) discharge, although the exact date and
circumstances of this discharge are unclear.l73 In 2007, Daniels was
convicted of misdemeanor domestic assault in Tipton County, Tennessee.174
Charles Goodson never served in the military and is a self-claimed graduate
of El Centro College in Dallas, where he majored in Applied Science.175

Symbology, Organization, & Recruitment

The HPNGC is just one arm of a larger network created by Reed, Goodson,
Daniels, and other activists. Prior to the creation of the HPNGC, Goodson
and Daniels co-founded a militia called Guerilla Mainframe in 2008.176
Activities of Guerilla Mainframe include similar firearms and martial arts
training for community members.177. 178 From the creation of the HPNGC to
Daniels and Goodson’s claimed dissociation with the HPNGC, it seems that
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these groups were functionally the same, although names may be
interchanged depending on the venue or type of activity. The existence of
this network is further evidenced by a YouTube video posted by Goodson
explaining that the founding of the HPNGC was the consolidation of various
political and militia organizations run by the cofounders.179 In 2016, Geronimo
Tactical was created as an offshoot militia of the HPNGC.180 According to
the group’s Facebook page, “A group of dedicated Men and Women from
HPNGC decided that they wanted to take militancy and readiness to the
next level with actual weekly training and preparation.”181 The private group
has over 700 members.182

Figure 15
Christopher Daniels, Co-Founder of the HPNGC. [183]
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Members of the HPNGC, including Reed, are also associated with the New
Black Panther Party (NBPP) and its various offshoots. In a 2014 HPNGC
event video, many members displayed BPP and NBPP insignia, such as
patches, berets, and pins.184 The HPNGC and NBPP operated together at
various demonstrations throughout the 2010s, most notably during the
counter-protest of a Nation of Islam mosque opening in 2016.185 A 2023
livestream with members of the NBPP announced Reed as the organization's
new National Chairman, although it remains unclear if this appointment was
for a splinter group or the main NBPP organization.186 In the caption of a
2024 YouTube video of a NBPP event posted to an account associated with
Reed, he was again referred to as “Chairman” and spoke to attendees about
various topics such as Black liberation and resistance.18” The HPNGC’s
continued association with the NBPP allegedly led Daniels and Goodson to
distance themselves from the group.188

Unlike the NFAC, the HPNGC is officially open to everyone, regardless of
race.189 According to Facebook posts such as one from Darrin Reed in 2021,
the HPNGC specifically encourages current and former members of the
military to apply for membership.190 Members of the HPNGC are expected to
educate themselves on the ideology of Huey P. Newton, purchase a handgun
and a rifle, host a celebration on February 17 (the birthday of Huey P. Newton),
and demonstrate respect toward former members of various Civil Rights and
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Black Nationalist movements.191 Examples of “respected” organizations
provided by the HPNGC include the BPP, Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee, Provisional Government of the Republic of New Afrika (a Black
separatist and nationalist organization), and Revolutionary Action
Movement (a Marxist-Leninist Black nationalist organization active during
the Civil Rights Movement).192 At demonstrations, HPNGC members generally
wear black clothing and tactical gear, although this does not seem to be as
strictly enforced as with the NFAC. Members are instead positively identified
with HPNGC patches on their clothing or plate carriers.193

Figure 16
Darrin Reed (standing, second from right) with HPNGC militia members in 2020. [194]
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The rise of the HPNGC “Alpha Company” main chapter in Texas metastasized
chapters across the country. Facebook pages for chapters in New Jersey,195
Charlotte, North Caroling,1%¢ Alabama,197 and Oklahomal9 appeared in
2016. In 2017, similar pages were created for a Houston chapter that
currently has over 4,000 followers,199 an Atlanta chapter with over 1,400
members,200 and a Las Vegas Chapter that in June of 2024 was renamed
“The People’s Basic Gun Safety & Survival Program Las Vegas.”201 |n 2020,
an lowa chapter202 and an Ohio chapter appeared.203 The true scale, scope,
and activities of these chapters is unclear.
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Figure 17
Map of HPNGC Chapter Page vs. Chapter Group Membership on Facebook.
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Activities

The HPNGC’s “Alpha Company” conducted numerous protests and other
activities since its founding as the first chapter of the militia. According to its
online activity, it is likely that this chapter is also the most active and front-
facing. In August 2014, the group hosted an open-carry rally in Dallas
protesting the killing of Michael Brown and other victims of police brutality.204
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A video from the march shows members, many clad in all-black clothing and
tactical gear, wielding a variety of weapons, including SKS-style rifles, Hi-
Point carbines, AK- and AR-style rifles, and bolt action rifles.205 In 2016,
members of the HPNGC counterprotested a demonstration against the
opening of a Nation of Islam Mosque in Dallas by members of the right-wing
group Bureau for American Islamic Relations (BAIS).296 Geronimo Tactical
cites this incident as the reason for their creation.297 Following an alleged
incident in June of 2016 involving a firearm between an Exxon employee and
a customer in Dallas, members of the HPNGC staged a protest at the gas
station, lining up outside the Exxon store’s doors with rifles and shotguns.208
In 2020, the HPNGC conducted armed community patrols through areas in
South Dallas.209 On May 29, 2021, members of the HPNGC and multiple
other left-wing organizations and militias marched through Tulsa, Oklahoma,
to commemorate the 100t anniversary of the Tulsa Race Massacre.210 At
most of these demonstrations, HPNGC Alpha Company membership usually
numbered in the dozens. Geronimo Tactical offered Dallas-based classes
run by Daniels and others for small unit tactics and marksmanship in
2017,211 and paid beginner rifle and pistol training for women in 2018.212
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https://www.instagram.com/p/BVEabsWA5Xy/
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Figure 18
Poster advertising the 2021 Tulsa, Oklahoma rally weekend commemorating the 1921 Tulsa
Massacre.[213]
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HPNGC members and affiliated supporters are involved in several criminal
incidents. The most infamous of these is the 2016 Dallas police officer
ambush, which led to the deaths of five officers and the wounding of eleven
other people.214 The shooter, Micah Xavier Johnson, was a veteran of the U.S.
Army who deployed to Afghanistan from 2013 to 2014.215 According to
Johnson’s Facebook page, he was an avid consumer of Black power content
online, liking pages associated with the HPNGC, NBPP, Black Riders Liberation



https://www.cbsnews.com/texas/news/a-timeline-of-the-july-7-2016-dallas-police-ambush/
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Party, and others.216 Furthermore, Johnson allegedly attended HPNGC events
and was a known acquaintance of Darrin Reed, an HPNGC co-founder.217

In a different incident on May 1, 2017, Derick Lamont Brown fatally shot his
roommate and wounded two others, including a paramedic responding to
the incident, before turning his gun on himself.218 Brown had a lengthy
criminal history and was the subject of an open FBI investigation at the time
of the shooting.219 Subsequent reporting found that Brown was an alleged
leader in the NBPP and a confirmed member of the HPNGC per a statement
by Reed, although there is no evidence that the shooting was related to his
membership in either group.220

Figure 19
Derick Lamont Brown with HPNGC co-founder Darrin Reed. [221]
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The HPNGC made national news when, on December 12, 2017, federal
officials charged HPNGC co-founder Christopher Daniels with 18 U.S.C. §
922(g)(9), Prohibited person in possession of a firearm.222 The corresponding
affidavit alleged that Daniels illegally possessed a .38 caliber pistol and a
Norinco SKS-style rifle due to his prior domestic violence conviction, which
were both located and seized by federal agents during the execution of a
search warrant earlier that December at Daniels’ apartment in Dallas.223
Further evidence provided by the prosecution alleged that Daniels made
several violent anti-police statements on social media, including posts and
comments praising Micah Xavier Johnson on Facebook.224 Fueled by a leaked
2017 FBI memo on a new classification of “Black Identity Extremists” (BIEs),
many believed that Daniels was being unjustly targeted for his association
with the HPNGC and Guerilla Mainframe.225 On May 1, 2018, the indictment
was dismissed due to Daniels’ prior Tennessee conviction not qualifying as a
misdemeanor crime of domestic violence under the federal statute.?26 In
2019, Daniels was charged with Aggravated Assault with a Deadly Weapon
in Collin County, Texas. According to a GoFundMe created by Daniels’
supporters, the incident involved an altercation in a convenience store with
the store’s owner.227 Daniels was found guilty of the offense in 2022 and
sentenced to eight years in prison.228
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https://www.gofundme.com/f/free-rakem-balogun-legal-fees?utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet&utm_medium=copy_link_all&utm_source=customer
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Current Status

At present, founders of the HPNGC network continue to post militia, socialist,
NBPP, and Black nationalist content on multiple social media platforms. In
2022, Darrin Reed started a YouTube channel called “TRUTH2POWER WAR
ROOM,” which posts various HPNGC, NBPP, and Guerilla Mainframe content
in addition to the main HPNGC YouTube channel.22® He also runs active
Instagram,230 X231 and Facebook accounts.232 Similarities in posts between
Reed on his personal social media accounts and the HPNGC main social
media pages indicate he has been the leader of the main chapter since the
dissociation of Goodson and Daniels.

Charles Goodson continues to post on various social media sites such as
Instagram,233 YouTube,234 and Facebook,?35 although most posts focus on
either Guerilla Mainframe or CMB. He also runs a media account on Facebook
called “Street Reportin with Yafeuh Balogun.”236 Recently, Goodson became
involved in the 501(c)-3 nonprofit organization Community Movement
Builders (CMB). According to their website, CMB is a “member-based collective
of black people creating sustainable, self-determining communities through
cooperative economic advancement and collective community organizing”237
with chapters in Atlanta, Dallas, and Detroit.238 CMB espouses Black
nationalist, separatist, and anti-capitalist views, including the creation of
“liberated zones” for Black self-determination in certain areas of the United



https://communitymovementbuilders.org/chapters/
https://communitymovementbuilders.org/chapters/
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States?3%9 and a mutual aid fund for former members of the original Black
Panther Party.240 As of 2024, Goodson is listed as the Dallas Chapter Lead
Organizer for CMB.241

Christopher Daniels is incarcerated in the H. H. Coffield Correctional Facility
in Texas.242 Prison records show he will be eligible for parole beginning in
November of 2025.243

Heroes and Martyrs of the Left-Wing Militia Movement

In a similar manner to famous individuals venerated by right-wing extremists,
the left-wing militia movement co-opted the stories of numerous people
whose lives or deaths give meaning to their causes. Below are a few examples
of people commemorated in the left-wing militia sphere.

Willem van Spronsen

Willem van Spronsen, aged 69, was a folk singer, anarchist, and an active
member of the Puget Sound |BGC in Washington State.244 In 2018, Spronsen
was convicted of obstructing an officer during a protest at a U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) detention center in Tacoma.245 On July 13, 2019,
Spronsen returned to the facility alone and launched an attack.246 Armed
with a semiautomatic rifle and Molotov cocktails, he attempted to destroy
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vehicles by setting them on fire.247” Responding officers to the scene ordered
Spronsen to put down his weapons before shooting and killing him.248

Figure 20
Willem van Spronsen, perpetrator of the 2019 Tacoma attack. [249]

In an abstract manifesto published as a folk music album, van Spronsen
sang, "We don’t give up / we don'’t give in / we don’t consent to any shackles.”250
His accompanying final statement, as found on an anarchist community
website, stated various anti-fascist and anarchist motivations, including “You
don’t have to burn the motherfucker down, but are you going to just stand



https://www.thenewstribune.com/news/local/article245060650.html
https://www.thenewstribune.com/news/local/article245060650.html
https://archive.org/details/emma-durutti---the-audio-manifesto/02+the+invitation.mp3
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by?"251 Further down, van Spronsen called for others to arm themselves, stating,
“| strongly encourage comrades and incoming comrades to arm themselves.
We are now responsible for defending people from the predatory state.
Ignore the law in arming yourself if you have the luxury, | did.”252

Figure 21

Photo of Supporters of Willem van Spronsen posted to the Puget Sound Anarchist News
Website.[253]

Since his death, van Spronson’s activism became a rallying cry for various
left-wing groups, including militias such as the JBGC, anarchists, and
environmental extremists. The Puget Sound JBGC posted Van Spronsen
memorial content on their website blog in 2020254 and 2021,255 labeling him
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a “hero in many ways” and claiming that his actions in disabling vehicles
used for deportations “surely saved several lives.” This sentiment was
echoed by It's Going Down, a self-described “digital community center for
anarchist, anti-fascist, autonomous anti-capitalist and anti-colonial
movements,” who posted an article by Crimethinc. Ex-Workers Collective, on
their website one day after van Spronsen’s attack, stated, “In those regards,
what he did was heroic.”256 On Reddit, content of van Spronsen has been
posted to numerous ideologically left-wing and anarchist subreddits,
including r/Anarchism,257 r/LeftRefuge,?58 r/aPeoplesCalendar,25® r/
Anarchy4Everyone,260 and r/socialism,261 among others.

Figure 22

A meme praising Willem van Spronsen and Arron Bushnell, who self-immolated outside the
Israeli Embassy in Washington D.C. to protest for Palestine in 2024, posted to the r/Anarchy
Meme Collective subreddit.[262]

1T 1S TIME TO GO Did 1 die with blood

on my hands? i

REST IN POWER
Aaron Bushnell
‘Willemn Van Spronsen
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Deep Green Resistance News Service, a website that posts environmental
activist content, responded to the Tacoma attack by saying, “Direct action of
this kind against the American immigration enforcement is justified and moral.”263
Another environmental activist site, Earth First, wrote in 2020, “Don’t forget
about the execution of Willem van Spronsen by Tacoma police,” when reposting
his final statement and an article praising his attack from their journal.264

Micah Xavier Johnson

As mentioned previously, Micah Xavier Johnson conducted an ambush on
police officers in Dallas on July 7, 2016, killing five, injuring nine more, and
further injuring two civilians.265 The attack happened during a police
brutality demonstration demanding justice for Philando Castile and Alton
Sterling, among others.266 Body-worn camera footage from the shooting
recorded Johnson screaming “Black supremacy! Black liberation” before
continuing to shoot at officers from where he was barricaded in El Centro
College.267 Ultimately, the police employed a robot with explosives to kill
Johnson and end the standoff.268

Figure 23
Micah Xavier Johnson, perpetrator of the 2016 Dallas Police Ambush.[269]
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Johnson served in the U.S. Army from 2009 to 2015.270 A review of Johnson’s
social media uncovered a trove of concerning extremist activity, including
likes on pages for Southern Poverty Law Center designated hate groups
including the Nation of Islam, NBPP, and the Black Riders Liberation Party.271
Following a search of Johnson’s home, police located additional rifles, bomb-
making equipment, ballistic vests, and a journal detailing combat tactics.272

Left-wing spaces have turned Johnson into a martyr for their causes. For
example, HPNGC leadership continues to praise Johnson’s attack. In 2019,
Christopher Daniels posted on Facebook that “[Johnson] was killed by Dallas
Police while taking the ultimate stand for Black Lives who were killed by
fascist police.”273 Darrin Reed made a similar post praising Johnson in 2019,
reposting a photo of Johnson in uniform with the caption, “Thank you for
your service Micah Johnson.”274 Johnson has also received praise on various
subreddits to include r/fuckthepolice,2’5 r/BlackSeparitists,276 and r/
Bad_Cop_No_Donut.277
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Christopher Dorner

On February 3, 2013, former Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) officer
Christopher Dorner shot and killed Monica Quan and Keith Lawrence in
Irvine, California, setting into motion what would become a ten-day shooting
rampage that left four dead and two injured.?278 This incident was the
culmination of Dorner’s hate and anger towards the Los Angeles Police
Department, which he accused of systemic racism.279

Figure 24
Christopher Dorner in his U.S. Navy Uniform.[280]

Dorner served as an officer in the U.S. Navy from 2002 to 2013, deploying to
Iraq in 2006.281 He first joined the LAPD in 2005.282 In 2007, Dorner filed a
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report against another officer for using excessive force.283 Dorner was
dismissed from the LAPD in 2008 following charges that he made false
statements.284 He attempted to appeal this dismissal until 2011 when a
court denied him from rejoining the force.285

What followed was a descent into madness. Dorner wrote a lengthy
manifesto in which he identified members of the LAPD he intended to kill
and explained why he felt they deserved death, saying, “To those children of
the officers who are eradicated, your parent was not the individual you
thought they were.”286 From February 3 to February 12, Dorner drove around
Southern California, hunting the officers in his manifesto and getting into
shootouts with the LAPD before fleeing into the mountains.287 Ultimately,
police located and trapped Dorner in a cabin that lit on fire when police
deployed smoke grenades, causing him to commit suicide.288

Figure 25
Meme posted to the “Christopher Dorner fan page” Facebook group on February 12, 2013.12891
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Online, Dorner is widely celebrated and praised for his police attacks. Terms
such as “Can’t corner the Dorner” and “#DornerGang” appeared immediately
following the attacks on social media. A Facebook page titled “We Stand With
Christopher Dorner,” with over 18,000 followers, posts various memes praising
Dorner, justifying his attack, and advocating for violence against police
officers.290 A public Facebook group called the “Christopher Dorner Appreciation
Society,” with over 2,000 members, is similarly full of memes posted by
members commemorating Dorner.291 HPNGC co-founder Christopher Daniels
posted a meme praising Dorner in 2014 with the caption, “All hail a modern
Nat Turner, Christopher Dorner... Long live Christopher Dorner,” to which HPNGC
co-founder Darrin Reed commented, “Brother Christopher chose to seek justice
in a system that has been an injustice for black and oppressed people.”292

The MOVE Bombing Victims

MOVE is a Black liberation organization spanning multiple streams of left-
wing ideologies founded in 1972 by Korean War veteran and West
Philadelphia native Vincent Leaphart, also known as John Africa.293 Broadly
speaking, the group encompasses anti-government, anti-technology, animal
rights, and environmental activist beliefs.294 On May 13, 1985, the Philadelphia
police attempted to arrest and evict members of MOVE from their compound
on Osage Avenue, leading to a gunfight and standoff.295 During the standoff,
the mayor of Philadelphia approved the use of a helicopter-dropped bomb to
breach the compound, which started a fire that killed eleven members of
MOVE (including five children), burned over sixty other houses, and displaced
over two hundred people.29%
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Figure 26
Destroyed city blocks in the wake of the MOVE Bombing.[297]

The MOVE bombing is frequently used as evidence of a war waged against
Black people and left-wing groups and has taken on almost legendary
status in the decades since. Gatherings are still held near the site of the
bombing to commemorate the victims and hear from surviving members of
the Africa family.298 Mike Africa Jr., a relative of the MOVE victims, sells 1985
bombing-related merchandise online.2?® In 2018, the official HPNGC
Facebook page posted a link to an NPR article on the MOVE bombing with
the caption, “A lot of people still don’'t know the pigs dropped bombs on
blacks in Philly.”300 Darrin Reed similarly posted the same NPR article to his
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profile with the caption, “Philly we want you to join Huey P Newton Gun Club
this can never be allowed again...”301 Other left-wing pages, such as Red
Toronto (a Canadian communist Facebook page)302 and Occupy Wall
Street303 have posted MOVE bombing content to their platforms.

Breonna Taylor

On March 13, 2020, Louisville Police shot and killed 26-year-old Breonna
Taylor in her home during the execution of a search warrant as part of an
ongoing investigation into Taylor's ex-boyfriend, who was suspected of
drug-related offenses.3%4 Taylor previously worked as an Emergency Room
Technician, registered nurse, and Emergency Medical Technician for the city
of Louisville.305 306

According to Kenneth Walker, Taylor’s then-boyfriend and a legal firearm
owner, police officers executing the warrant did not announce who they
were as they broke down the door.397 Fearing for their safety, Walker, who
was in the house with Taylor, retrieved his pistol and fired a shot at the
officers as they broke through, hitting one officer in the leg.308 Officers
responded by firing more than thirty rounds into the apartment, some
blindly, hitting Taylor six times and killing her.309
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Figure 27
Breonna Taylor in her EMS uniform.[310]
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A subsequent investigation of the shooting revealed numerous allegations of
LPD misconduct, dangerous tactics, and criminal activity. In 2022, the U.S.
Department of Justice charged four of the officers with various crimes
relating to the shooting, including submitting a false affidavit that led to the
approval of the search warrant and shooting through a covered window and
glass door into the apartment.31! Taylor's death sparked a national uproar
due to numerous issues surrounding the legality of the search warrant, false
statements made by Louisville police officers, the right of Taylor’s boyfriend
to defend their apartment, and the timing of her death just two months
before the murder of George Floyd.
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As a result, numerous organizations in the left-wing militia movement invoke
Taylor’s death to further their ideology. Connecticut312 and Puget Sound313
JBGC chapters posted about Taylor’'s death on their official X accounts. At
the July 25, 2020, NFAC demonstration in Louisville, militia leader John
Fitzgerald Johnson stated, “[Kenneth Walker] did what you supposed to do,
defend your motherfucking queen.”314 In 2022, HPNGC co-founder Darrin
Reed shouted out the NFAC for their Breonna Taylor activism, saying,

To all the human rights activists and protestors especially NFAC
members | thank you for yours service in the case of Breonna Taylor, we
still need a conviction but you comrades set the precedence for these
charges salute to you all.315

At least 20 posts in the unofficial subreddit of the SRA, r/SocialistRA, mention
Breonna Taylor by name.316

Philando Castile

On July 6, 2016, St. Anthony Police Department Officer Jeronimo Yanez
pulled over Philando Castile during a routine traffic stop for broken tail
lights.317 Castile’s girlfriend, Diamond Reynolds, and her four-year-old
daughter were also in the car.318 Dashcam video from the stop shows Castile
calmly informing Officer Yanez that he was carrying a concealed handgun
within one minute of the stop after being asked to produce his driver's
license.319 Castile then attempts to grab his license from his pocket, causing
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Officer Yanez to fire seven shots into the car at Castile.320 Officer Yanez later
claimed that he believed Castile was reaching for his handgun.321 Tragically,
Philando Castile passed away from his injuries at the hospital.322

The immediate aftermath of the shooting was live-streamed on Facebook by
Castile’s girlfriend, who yelled, “You just killed my boyfriend,” while Castile,
covered in blood, moaned in pain.323 In 2016, prosecutors charged Officer
Yanez with second-degree manslaughter and two counts of intentional
discharge of a firearm that endangers safety.324 After a lengthy trial, a jury
acquitted Yannez in 2017,325 mobilizing thousands of protestors to the
streets in Minneapolis when the verdict came out.326

Figure 28
Breonna Taylor in her EMS uniform.[327]
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Like the Breonna Taylor case, supporters of Philando Castile use his death as
an example of how law enforcement in the United States treats Black gun
owners differently than Whites. In 2017, HPNGC co-founder Darrin Reed
reposted a video compilation of Castile’s death, captioning it “Never forget
how the 2nd amendment really applies to people of color...”328 A post from the
Puget Sound JBGC said Castile “was killed by a police officer while legally
carrying and following orders.”329 On the fifth anniversary of his death, the
Minnesota SRA posted a photo of him to their X account, saying, “May we
never grow tired of fighting for justice.”330 As explained above, Castile has
also been the subject of anti-police demonstrations by left-wing militias
including the HPNGC.

Assessment

A qualitative analysis of the left-wing militia movement reveals specific
behavioral, operational, and membership trends. A first consistent theme is
the movement's relatively low level of violence when compared to groups in
other ideological streams, such as racially motivated violent extremism or
ethnonationalism. The primarily reactive nature of many left-wing militias
regarding event participation likely contributes to this apprehension toward
direct conflict.

A second theme of left-wing militias is emphasizing discipline and restraint
when demonstrating. These values serve to distance them from many right-
wing militias that either espouse aggression and confrontation when dealing
with counter-protesters at their events or seek to instigate conflict to achieve
their ideological goals. However, this factor does not preclude them from
violence, especially if provoked by a group they see as attacking their
constituency.
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Third, left-wing militias possess an enormous social media presence paired
with a highly active support base in the cyber domain. During periods in the
United States with little protest activity, such as the relative calm experienced
after the inauguration of President Joe Biden in 2021, this lull may mislead
law enforcement that organizations in their locality are extinct rather than
kinetically dormant. Furthermore, these pages, groups, and individual
accounts seem to be scarcely moderated by social media companies, in stark
contrast to the scrutiny applied to right-wing militia accounts, as evidenced
by the easily accessible online rhetoric provided by this report.

Fourth, left-wing militias recruit from the active-duty military and veteran
populations to build a more tactically competent force, as evidenced by their
social media posts, recruitment websites, and membership applications.
Furthermore, many of the groups examined in this report have leadership
with military backgrounds. The simultaneous targeting of servicemembers
by right-wing groups such as the Oath Keepers means that both sides are
now pulling these historically vulnerable populations towards extremism.

Fifth, left-wing militias collaborate frequently with other militias and political
organizations at protests, training events, or online spaces. This collaboration
includes coordination with multiple chapters of the same ideological/national
organization, coordination between militias of different left-wing streams,
and cooperation between left-wing militias and various political movements.

Sixth, left-wing militias often make a deliberate attempt to conceal or obscure
the nature of these organizations to separate themselves from right-wing
groups and the attention of law enforcement. In place of the militia label,
organizations use terms such as “mutual aid,” “community defense,” or “armed
resistance” to describe their activities while still claiming they are not a militia
due to their defensive posture when compared to the instigating nature of
many right-wing groups. These claims are categorically false. Furthermore,
the quality and quantity of weapons, tactical gear, and training possessed
by some of these groups are likely equal to those in right-wing militias.

Seventh, left-wing militias all subscribe to the “antifascist” ideology despite
differences in goals, other ideologies, and causes. Specifically, left-wing
militias can all be traced to a communal belief that their organization stands
against fascism in the United States of America originating from the political
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right, which may be perceived to be either already institutionalized in the
U.S. government or that the U.S. is trending towards a fascist takeover. Left-
wing militia rhetoric indicates that these groups are willing to use violence to
achieve this aim under the right circumstances.

Eighth, left-wing militias share similar views and goals with other forms of
extremism. In a broader sense, the concept of “armed antifascism” can
encompass a wide range of ideologies throughout the anti-authority/anti-
government extremism space. For example, some ideological branches of the
Boogaloo movement identified with BLM protesters throughout the 2020
George Floyd Protests against militarized policing and the perceived
targeting of minority communities by law enforcement, generating a mixed
response from other BLM protesters and organizers. Some organizations in
the left-wing militia movement also exhibit accelerationist rhetoric, further
blurring ideological boundaries.

Finally, this topic requires further in-depth research and network analyses to
understand the left-wing militia landscape's true scale and confirm the
identified qualitative trends. Other organizations encountered while writing
this report that may qualify as militias include General Defense Committees,
the Anubis Gun Club, Black Cat Rifle Group, Yellow Peril Tactical, Soup and
Rifles Collective, Black Women’s Defense League, Brothas Against Racist
Cops, Free The People, Cascadia Gun Club, The People’s Basic Gun Safety &
Survival Program, the Elmer Geronimo Pratt Gun Club, and the Fred
Hampton Gun Club. Possible examples of militia collaboration encountered
while writing this report include the Pan-African Alliance and Solidarity for
East Palestine mutual aid effort. Many of these groups and alliances have
little to no publicly available research. Furthermore, the maps provided in this
report are only proxies for activity through social media accounts, protests,
and self-reported chapters; they should not be considered definitive evidence
of militia activity in an area.

As the United States has recently witnessed a growing number of Left Wing
inspired violent acts, it is imperative to consider the potential for violence
that left-wing militias pose, especially if confronted by right-wing militias or
other extremists at political events. This conflict may come in many forms,
including attacks against right-wing groups, violence at demonstrations, or
against traditional targets such as law enforcement, certain government
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officials, and the state. Overall, the prevalence and motivation of left-wing
militia groups in the United States should be closely monitored by the
counter-extremism community, even when attacker trends point to other
ideologies, to prevent a rhyme of Bleeding Kansas and the replacement of
the ballot box with the cartridge box to settle political differences.
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