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Overview!?

» Since the 2020 Abraham Accords between Israel, the UAE and Bahrain, there has been a

United States-led effort to promote a normalization agreement between Israel and Saudi
Arabia. Senior Hamas figures and the movement's media outlets warned that such a
development would pose a danger to the Palestinian cause. Hamas publications following
the October 7, 2023 terrorist attack and massacre confirmed that preventing normalization
was one of the attack's objectives.

» Hamas documents? brought back by IDF forces from the Gaza Strip during the Gaza Strip
War showed that the Hamas leadership closely monitored the progress of normalization
contacts between Israel and Saudi Arabia from their inception and regarded the entire
process as a real danger and a strategic threat which contradicted its worldview. The
movement placed the issue of normalization at the center of its agenda, conducted
assessments of the situation, allocated resources to combating the process in various arenas
of activity and formulated a series of recommendations for sabotaging it.

» The understanding that took shape within the Hamas leadership, led by the movement's
leader in the Gaza Strip, Yahya al-Sinwar, was that normalization between Saudi Arabia and
Israel would open the door for other Arab states to join the process in a manner that would
eliminate the Palestinian cause and remove it from the Arab and international agenda.

» Hamas' struggle against normalization received backing from senior Iranian regime
officials, particularly after Operation Guardian of the Walls in May 2021. Even after the highly
publicized rapprochement between Saudi Arabia and Iran during 2023, senior officials in
Tehran made efforts to reassure the concerned Hamas leadership and emphasize their

opposition to possible normalization between Saudi Arabia and Israel.

! Click https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en to subscribe and receive the ITIC's daily updates as well as
its other publications.

2 Most of the complete captured Hamas documents appearing in this study are available for public
review in the archive of the Meir Amit Intelligence and Terrorism Information Center at the Intelligence
Heritage and Commemoration Center (IHC).
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» Although Hamas' internal assessments were sharply critical of Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman, and al-Sinwar claimed bin Salman's motivation was to enhance his
image in the region, the explicit directive was to avoid damaging relations with Saudi Arabia
and to conduct the struggle against normalization firmly, wisely, and without committing
political suicide.

» On the eve of the October 7, 2023 terrorist attack and massacre, the Hamas leadership
decided that as part of efforts to prevent normalization, action should be taken to escalate
tensions and ignite the situation in Judea and Samaria and Jerusalem, while emphasizing
the message of a "danger to al-Agsa Mosque." Al-Sinwar declared that an unconventional
move had to be made which would rattle Israel and halt the process.

» In Amit Institute assessment, Hamas regarded the progress of normalization as a
fatal blow to the Palestinian cause which would weaken the movement and diminish
its role in the "resistance axis."* Hamas attempted to fight the process in various ways
and divided its efforts among various areas. Yahya al-Sinwar led the struggle against
normalization and believed that igniting the situation on the ground and using the
narrative of a "threat to al-Agsa" as an accelerant could achieve the desired results.
However, as time passed, he concluded that the only alternative was to undertake an
unconventional course of action to halt the normalization process, which he believed

was approaching maturation.

The Efforts to Promote Normalization between Israel and Saudi

Arabia*
» Normalization talks between Israel and Saudi Arabia began unofficially during 2019 and

2020. After the Abraham Accords between Israel, the UAE and Bahrain were signed in
September 2020, the contacts accelerated with direct American involvement and began
receiving public attention in the media. It was revealed in November 2020 that a meeting had

taken place in Saudi Arabia between Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, Israeli

% Iran, Hezbollah, the Palestinian terrorist organizations, the Houthis in Yemen and the Shi'ite militias
inlraq.

4 For further information, see Leveraging the Prospect of Israel-Saudi Normalization; to Advance
Israeli-Palestinian Progress - Israel Policy Forum and Possible U.S.-Saudi Agreements and
Normalization with Israel
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Prime Minister Netanyahu and the head of the Israeli Mossad, with the American secretary of
state in attendance (Israeli media, November 22-23, 2020).

» After the Biden administration took office in January 2021, efforts to promote
normalization intensified as part of a broader initiative aimed at establishing a regional
alliance against Iran which would include cooperation between Israel and the Gulf States. In
July 2022 Saudi Arabia allowed Israeli flights access to its airspace for the first time (Haaretz,
July 15, 2022). In August 2023, American sources expressed cautious optimism that a
normalization agreement could be achieved within nine to ten months after an
understanding had been reached between the United States and Saudi Arabia regarding

guiding principles (Wall Street Journal, August 9, 2023).
Hamas' Public Positions

» Although Hamas leaders were deeply troubled by the progress of the normalization
process, they generally did not issue negative public statements on the subject or directly
attack Saudi Arabia to keep from creating public tension with the kingdom and causing
political damage to Hamas' interests, given their understanding of Saudi Arabia's important
regionalrole. In the limited public comments made by Hamas figures against normalization,
they mainly emphasized the dangers of the process and its negative implications for both
the Palestinian cause and the Arab and Islamic peoples, such as the following:
+Isma'il Haniyeh,®> head of Hamas' political bureau, stated during the Arab-Islamic
National Conference in Beirut that "normalization harms Palestine and the countries
participating in the normalization process and serves the Zionist entity." He added
that "the Israeli entity is being integrated into the region through military alliances in
order to confront Iran, Hezbollah and Hamas," and called for alliances among the
members of the Islamic nation and coordination among the arenas and "resistance"
fronts to prevent Israel from shaping the future of the region (Al Jazeera, June 26,

2022).

® Eliminated on July 30, 2024.
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Haniyeh at the Arab-Islamic National Conference in Beirut (Al Jazeera, June 26, 2022)
+In response, senior Hamas figure Isma'il Radwan said, "Normalization is a
treacherous stab in the back of our people, and encourages the occupation to commit
further crimes against our holy sites, al-Agsa Mosque and the Palestinian people. It
encourages the occupation's colonial ambitions for 'Greater Israel,’ from the Nile to
the Euphrates. Those are dangers threatening our Arab and Islamic nation. The Arab
nation should end what is called normalization with the Zionist occupation and
awaken to the danger threatening the region, both for the regimes themselves and for
the Arab and Islamic peoples, just as it is a danger to our cause" (Al Jazeera, June 26,
2022).
+In August 2023, at the height of the normalization contacts, Hamas deputy political
bureau chief Saleh al-Arouri®said, "We hope the reports regarding Saudi normalization
with Israel will dissipate and nothing will materialize, because this [normalization with
Saudi Arabia] is different from any other country and means handing over the holy
places to Israeli sovereignty" (al-Mayadeen, August 25, 2023).
» Hamas also mobilized its official and unofficial media outlets to conduct a systematic
campaign designed to warn of the "dangers of normalization" and generate opposition to
the move in both Saudi and broader Arab public opinion. As part of the campaign, whose
intensity increased during 2023, articles, analyses, commentaries and opinion polls
supporting Hamas' position were systematically published. According to that position,
normalization would have severe consequences for the Palestinian cause and Saudi Arabia

itself would not benefit as it believed. The campaign also incorporated articles and reports

® Eliminated in January 2024.

092-26



from the Israeli media featuring Israeli skepticism and reservations expressed by Israeli

figures.
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Right: An interview with Dr. Hassan Nafaa, a professor of political science, who warned that
normalization was far more dangerous than the peace agreement with Egypt, to the point of
destroying the Palestinian cause and generating regional chaos (a/-Risalah, September 7,
2023). Center: An article headlined, "Saudi-Israeli Normalization - The Great Illusion" (Quds
Network, September 29, 2023). Left: Poll results: 38% of Saudis refused to recognize Israel and
57% of Saudis refused to answer questions on the subject. Eighty-four percent of respondents
in the Arab world opposed their countries' recognition of Israel, and the same percentage
viewed normalization as a threat to stability and security (a/-Risalah website, January 9, 2023)

» After the October 7, 2023 attack and massacre, Hamas did not conceal the fact that
preventing normalization had been one of the objectives of the atrocities, and that was
reflected in publications and special supplements dedicated to glorification:
+0n the first anniversary of what Hamas called Operation al-Agsa Flood, the Shehab
News Agency, one of Hamas' unofficial media outlets,” published an "investigative
article" stating that October 7 had "shattered Israel's image and derailed the
normalization train" (Shehab News Agency, October 8, 2024).
+In a comprehensive review in Arabic and English published by Hamas entitled, "Our
Narrative," marking two years since Operation al-Agsa Flood, the movement justified
the attack. Under the heading "Derailing the Normalization Track," it stated, "The
Flood exposed the truth about the Zionist entity to the countries and peoples of the

region as a real and immediate danger, not as a partner for peace and coexistence, but

" See the February 2026 Amit Institute report, Hamas Media as Reflected in Documents Brought
Back from the Gaza Strip
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as one that reveals what the occupation seeks: subjugating the region and driving it to

submit to Zionist hegemony" (a/-Risalah, December 27, 2025).
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Right: "A year after it occurred... Report: The great October 7 breakthrough shattered
Israel's image and derailed the normalization train" (Shehab, October 8, 2024). Left:
"Derailing the Normalization Track" from the document "Our Narrative" marking two
years since operation al-Agsa Flood (a/-Risalah, December 27, 2025)

Situation Assessment and the Decision to Fight

Normalization
» Hamas documents brought back by the IDF from the Gaza Strip during the Gaza Strip War

showed that the Hamas leadership closely and continuously monitored efforts to promote
normalization between Israel and Saudi Arabia from their inception, particularly in light of
the media attention they received beginning in 2022, and devoted a prominent place to the
issue in its meetings and various movement forums. The documents indicate that Hamas
viewed the entire process as a real danger and a strategic threat which contradicted its
worldview, and took action to sabotage it.

»In July 2022, Yahya al-Sinwar,® head of Hamas' political bureau in the Gaza Strip, sent a
letter to Isma'il Haniyeh ahead of a meeting scheduled between Haniyeh and religious
scholars in Syria aimed at repairing relations between Hamas and the Syrian regime
following the crisis and the departure of the Hamas leadership from Syria during the uprising
against the Assad regime. In addition to emphasizing the importance of relations with Syria
for Hamas and the "resistance axis," al-Sinwar asked Haniyeh to use the meeting to raise the
issue of normalization and the "rush" of a number of Arab and Islamic countries toward
normalization. Al-Sinwar also presented a pragmatic approach regarding Hamas' efforts to

form a camp opposed to normalization, based on his understanding that even countries

8 Eliminated on October 16, 2024.
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considered friendly toward Hamas had already been infected by the normalization process,
and said gathering the opposition camp from such "fragments" was preferable to surrender

and capitulation.

4. There is no alternative but to focus the discussion on the state of collapse of a number of
regional countries, Arab and Islamic, and on their rush toward normalization with the
occupation. Our roleis to strengthen those who continue to boycott the occupation, develop
the position of those who are hesitant and try to push those who have normalized (relations)
to cease normalization.

5. Great emphasis should be placed on the Arab-Israeli NATO alliance, the objectives of
Biden's tour and its impact on the future of Palestine, Jerusalem and al-Agsa; and on our role
in shaping and consolidating the alliance of confrontation and resistance, even if only from
fragments of the region, from quarters, fifths and even tenths. If we wish to establish an
alliance only from those who are perfect, then no one is perfect, not even the countries most
friendly toward us. They either normalize relations openly or under the table. So shall we

surrender?
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Document 1: Letter from al-Sinwar to Haniyeh, July 1, 2022
> As early as the first half of 2022, Hamas decided to allocate resources to combat
normalization. Meeting no. 6 of Hamas' Executive Committee, held on February 27 and 28,
2022, decided to establish an office that would lead the struggle against normalization.’ At
meeting no. 8 of the Executive Committee, held on May 23 and 24, 2022, a follow-up decision
was adopted under the heading "The Struggle Against Normalization Portfolio" to establish
a dedicated governmental office to manage the strategy of the struggle against

normalization. The importance Hamas attached to the struggle against normalization can

° We do not have the minutes of the meeting.
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also be seen in the decision to appoint Marwan Issa,* deputy commander of Hamas' military

wing, to head the office.

3. Approval of the establishment of a central portfolio to combat normalization, to be
entrusted to a member of the Executive Committee.

4. The office will oversee the formulation of the vision, the philosophy of the struggle, the
general policy and the work plan, and will implement them while monitoring progress
through coordination and cooperation with all the components and methods the
movement operates in this framework.

5. This portfolio will be entrusted to Brother Abu al-Baraa' [Marwan Issa], and steps will be

taken to remove the obstacles hindering his activity.
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Document 2: Establishing a dedicated office to combat normalization, from the minutes of

Hamas Executive Committee meeting, May 23 and 24, 2022

Identification of a Decline in the Chances of Successful

Normalization
»As part of its ongoing monitoring of developments regarding normalization, Hamas'

political department frequently assessed the situation, providing updates and
recommendations regarding ways to disrupt, delay and even sabotage the process, which
Hamas regarded as a real threat to its aspirations and worldview. In June 2023, the political
department produced an assessment entitled "A Decline in the Chances of Normalization
Between the Entity and Saudi Arabia in the Foreseeable Future," with the subtitle, "Saudi
Arabia's Demands from the American Administration in Exchange for Normalization Are an

Impossible Price." According to the assessment, Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu erred in his

0 Eliminated in March 2024.
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evaluations, displayed excessive optimism, failed to understand the motives and ambitions
of the Saudi crown prince and did not take into account changes in the new world order that

emerged following the Russia-Ukraine war.

It appears that Prime Minister of the occupation Netanyahu was hasty when he publicized,
through direct and indirect means, the kingdom of Saudi Arabia's imminent accession to the
"normalization club" on the eve of the establishment of his extremist government at the

beginning of the current year.
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It appears that Netanyahu's assessment and aspirations to bring the kingdom into the
normalization agreements were based on his evaluation of the personality of Saudi Arabia's
new ruler, Mohammed bin Salman, his strong desire to transform the kingdom into a liberal
secular one and his ambitions to turn Saudi Arabia into a global economic, financial and

tourist center, a complete contrast to its conservative Saudi Wahhabi-Salafi heritage.
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Assessment: At the beginning of his current term the prime minister of the entity was eager
to bring the kingdom into the Abraham Accords and regarded it as one of the pillars of his
foreign policy. However, it appears that Netanyahu was overly optimistic regarding the ease
with which the club of normalizing states would expand and failed to understand the nature
of the international changes following the war in Ukraine and the emergence of a new

multipolar international system.
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Document 3: Situation assessment by Hamas' political department, June 6,2023
» Regarding Saudi Arabia's demands in exchange for normalization, the assessment stated
that the demands were impossible, from the perspectives of both Israel and the United
States. Chief among them were American assistance in establishing a civilian nuclear
program in Saudi Arabia, the removal of the American veto on the sale of advanced weapons
which could have a negative impact on Israel's military superiority and a strategic defense
alliance between the United States and Saudi Arabia similar to NATO, including security
guarantees. Additional obstacles to normalization cited in the assessment included the
dramatic renewal of diplomatic relations between Saudi Arabia and Iran under Chinese
sponsorship. It was also noted that the United States and Israel would not be able to accept

a decrease in Israel's regional military superiority.

Of course, the United States and the entity's state cannot agree to the kingdom's obtaining
a nuclear program for peaceful purposes, even if the objective is to deter Iran. Nor can they
agree to its acquiring advanced American weaponry such as the F-35 stealth aircraft and

highly advanced air defense systems to protect the kingdom from Iran and its proxies.
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Document 3: Situation assessment by Hamas' political department, June 6,2023

» Another reason cited for the declining prospects of normalization was that despite Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman's aspirations to transform Saudi Arabia into a liberal
economic and social center, he was viewed as a pragmatic figure who did not feel compelled
to make concessions to the United States at that stage because he believed that American
influence in the region was in decline and would therefore prioritize Saudi interests above

everything else.
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Avoiding Tension with Saudi Arabia
»Another assessment by Hamas' political and foreign relations department from

September 2023 was that normalization was a process which would occur in any event,
whether gradually in several stages or comprehensively and rapidly. The document brought
back from the Gaza Strip by the IDF also showed that Hamas monitored the Palestinian
Authority's positions and actions with concern and considered it would be a partner in the
process because it wanted to derive benefits from it, especially the renewal of negotiations
with Israel for the establishment of a Palestinian state and a series of additional concessions
that Saudi Arabia was expected to demand from Israel with American pressure.

P As support for its assessments regarding Saudi Arabia's regional motives in promoting
normalization, Hamas added a media report stating that the concessions Saudi Arabia was
expected to demand from Israel were intended to deflect Turkish and Iran criticism that

Saudi Arabia was undermining Palestinian efforts to establish an independent state.

The Saudi conditions regarding the Palestinian issue:

In addition to Saudi Arabia's own conditions and demands, whether related to security,
technology or energy, one of the obstacles to a normalization deal, according to an August 9
Wall Street Journalreport, was the concessions the entity would have grant the Palestinians
in exchange for establishing open diplomatic relations with Saudi Arabia. American and
Saudi officials say Israel will have to present a significant proposal, "without defining its
contours," which would strengthen efforts aimed at establishing an independent Palestinian
state.

According to the report, Saudi Arabia seeks to obtain a genuine concession from Israel to
deflect criticism from its rivals in Iran and Turkey, which are waiting to accuse the kingdom

of trampling the Palestinians' aspirations for an independent state.
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Document 4: Situation assessment by Hamas' political department, September 2023
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»Hamas regarded Saudi Arabia's declared support for the Palestinian cause as a step
intended to weaken its resolve and neutralize its struggle against normalization. Moreover,
the document showed that Hamas was also preparing for the possibility that Saudi Arabia
would seek to engage with it to prepare the ground for the move and soften its opposition.
Hamas therefore concluded that it needed a coherent, orderly plan against normalization.
At the same time, Hamas was required to maneuver between its firm public opposition to
normalization and its desire to avoid damaging its relations with Saudi Arabia, which had
regional influence and was the leader of the Sunni world. Accordingly, the recommendations
emphasized the need for a separation between presenting the movement's position on
normalization and exercising caution to avoid damaging relations with Saudi Arabia or using
terminology that could offend Saudi Arabia and consequently cause Hamas political

damage.

e The movement's position opposing normalization should be upheld in a principled,
absolute manner, while warning of its dangers.

e If a normalization agreement is implemented, a position clearly rejecting the move and
emphasizing the movement's stance should be presented, but without creating tension

and without using terms such as treason.
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Document 4: Situation assessment by Hamas' political department, September 2023

The Need for Escalation in Judea and Samaria and Jerusalem
» Based on the lessons of the second intifada, in Hamas assessment escalation in Judea and

Samaria and Jerusalem could significantly contribute to the movement's efforts to delay,
obstruct and disrupt the normalization process. Therefore, one of the recommendations in

the document was to encourage escalation in those areas.

Action should be taken to intensify the escalation on the ground, in Judea and Samaria and
in Jerusalem, to disrupt the normalization process of the Saudi kingdom, given that the
situation on the ground is one of the most important tools for restraining normalization,
since the second intifada was the central factor that led to the collapse of the

normalization project presented by the Arab Peace Initiative in 2002.
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Document 4: Situation assessment by Hamas' political department, September 2023
» Regarding the struggle against normalization in the political arena, the recommendation
was to form an "opposition front" based on the "resistance axis" and the countries expected

to be negatively impacted by the move.

The contradictions within the regional map of interests should be exploited to form a front
opposing normalization, both from within the resistance axis and from among the states that

may be harmed by the process, such as Egypt, Algeria and Jordan.

L

Document 4: Situation assessment by Hamas' political department, September 2023
» Hamas considered the media arena important for the struggle against normalization. It
therefore recommended a media campaign directed at Saudi audiences and the broader
Arab world which would focus on the dangers of normalization and attempt to drive a wedge
between Israel, Saudi Arabia and the Arab states by blackening Israel's image and
discrediting it. Furthermore, it recommended to examine the use of intelligence means and
media outlets to smear Israel's image in Arab countries supporting normalization through

incitement propaganda and encouraging boycotts of cooperation with Israel.

e Regarding the media, a campaign should be launched targeting the Saudi and Arab
arenas highlighting the dangers of normalization, shedding light on the entity's (Israel's)
many racist positions and statements which attack Saudi Arabia and the Arabs in general,
and presenting the entity's cruelty and crimes against all Arabs, not only against the

Palestinians, through diverse media and cultural initiatives.
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Document 4: Situation assessment by Hamas' political department, September 2023

Concentrating on Regional and Popular

Organizations

» The importance the Hamas leadership attached to the struggle against normalization can
be seen in its decision to appoint an individual responsible for advancing the issue vis-a-vis
regional and popular organizations. In a document issued by the Hamas Office for Arab and
Islamic Relations on October 3, 2022, the job requirements for the position of coordinator of
relations with popular organizations, who would be subordinate to the head of the regional
organizations section, were outlined. Paragraphs 13 and 16 defined responsibilities related
to the struggle against normalization. Paragraph 13 stated that whoever held the position
would be required to take an active role in promoting the activities opposing normalization
and boycotts related to regional and popular organizations. Paragraph 16 stated that the
individual would also be required to promote and market Hamas campaigns dealing with

the struggle against normalization to regional and popular organizations.

3 Anall dnklially gkl Amalia Jae 8 ALall LYY Jac 5 55 el 8 Jol _sas daaliod) -13
kil Aol i3

-f"“m‘ Q.g'a)ca_)_,unﬂ\_j sM\%Y‘QM‘w&M‘@M&‘QY&?‘&Uh Ja=dl =14

LA!M‘MY‘ QLAL;A\MIJJI}AM)SI G}mgék_\“u‘ c‘»yhﬁm\c‘ﬁy\aﬁ-ls

) |

_i__\t\a..ﬂnz\._ug.ﬁy\g'_:w‘JJ&M\J@M\%\ﬂh&H&S)}M@\}@M_]6‘

all ats 5 ) Al g callac | e Aaldll g4 oall

Document 5: Paragraphs 13-16 of the job requirements for the position of Coordinator of
Relations with Popular Organizations in Hamas, October 3, 2022

Normalization as Reflected in Hamas-Iran

EE S

Iranian Support for Hamas after Operation Guardian of the Walls
» Following Operation Guardian of the Walls (what Hamas calls the Sword of Jerusalem

campaign) in May 2021, letters of congratulations and encouragement were sent to the

Hamas leadership by Iran's leader, Ali Khamenei,' and by the commander of the Palestine

" Eliminated on February 28, 2026.
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Corps in the Iranian Qods Force, Muhammad Saeed lzadi (Hajj Ramadan).” Alongside
encouragement and praise for Hamas and the other terrorist organizations for the "brilliant
victory and tremendous achievements," in his letters to Haniyeh and to the head of Hamas'
political bureau in the Gaza Strip, Yahya al-Sinwar, Izadi emphasized that the achievements

were also very important in sending a message to the normalization camp.

The immense sacrifices of the Palestinian people, and what those sacrifices produced in the
form of the rallying of the nation's people around the Palestinian resistance in its defense of
Jerusalem and the holy sites, isolated all those defeatists allied with the Zionist enemy and
foiled their normalization project, after the resistance's capability, which achieved the

victory, exposed their disgrace.
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Document 6: Letter from Izadi to Haniyeh, May 21, 2021

You in Gaza, which has endured the longest siege known to history, achieved this
tremendous victory despite all the challenges and hardships you face. Together with the
entire world, we saw the steadfast spirit of the Gazans, who emerged chanting Allahu Akbar,
rejoicing in the victory while accepting their fate despite the destruction and brutal
massacres suffered by the Strip. That attests to the depth of their awareness and wisdom,
and exposes all those defeatist traitors in the face of the enemy, who rush to form alliances

with it under the pretext that they are unable to bear the consequences of confronting it.
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Document 6: Letter from lzadi to al-Sinwar, May 21, 2021

22 Eliminated on June 21, 2025. See the January 2025 Amit Institute report, Activities of Saeed Izadi,
Head of the Qods Forces’ “Palestine Branch,” Reflected in Captured Documents
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Reassurance for Hamas following the Rapprochement between Iran

and Saudi Arabia
P Between June 19 and 23, 2023, a high-level Hamas delegation visited Tehran. The

delegation included Isma'il Haniyeh, Saleh al-Arouri and Khalil al-Hayya, al-Sinwar's deputy.
On the Iranian side, participants included Khamenei, Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi,"” the
Supreme Leader's adviser for international affairs Ali Akbar Velayati, Qods Force commander
Esmail Qa'ani and "Palestine" Branch chief Izadi. According to a Hamas document brought
back from the Gaza Strip by the IDF, containing the protocol of the visit, senior Hamas figures
raised the issue of normalization and their deep concern over its dangers, particularly
because of the media attention given to the warming of relations between Iran and Saudi
Arabia.” The Iranians reassured the Hamas leadership and made firm declarations against
normalization, stating normalization efforts were futile. Khamenei sought to allay Hamas'
concerns, justifying his position by implying that the Saudis were a weak reed regarding the
Palestinian issue and their actions were products of narrow political considerations, unlike

Iran, which consistently acted in support of Palestinian interests.

What you mentioned regarding regional stability is also a good thing. Our government
decided to normalize relations with Saudi Arabia, but that is not something that can be relied
Lpon. The Palestinian issue needs people who possess faith and conviction, not political

maneuvers.
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Document 7: Khamenei's remarks from the protocol of the Hamas delegation's visit to Iran,
June 19-23, 2023

» Iranian President Raisi stated during the meeting that normalization efforts were futile
because "the Zionists cannot be trusted," and therefore the process was unlikely to

influence the peoples of the region or provide security for Israel.

B Killed on May 19, 2024.

¥ In March 2023, Iran and Saudi Arabia signed an agreement in Beijing, mediated by China, to renew
diplomatic relations that had been severed in 2016. The widely publicized agreement, which marked
a rapprochement between the two principal rivals in the Middle East, included the reopening of
embassies and was presented as a step toward reducing regional tensions and promoting economic
stability.
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We in Iran believe that the Zionists cannot be trusted and that it is impossible to put
confidence in them. The normalization efforts with the entity, which the United States is
promoting, will not produce any results among the peoples of the region. Our message to all
the partners in normalization is that it is a stab in the back of Palestine and a betrayal of it.

In addition, it will not achieve security for Israel.
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Document 7: Raisi's remarks from the protocol of the Hamas delegation's visit to Iran, June 19-
23,2023

» Meeting with senior Hamas figures Iranian Maijlis (parliament) speaker Muhammad Bager
Qalibaf said it was not enough merely to oppose the process, but a heavy price should be

exacted from the "traitors" belonging to the normalization camp.

From a regional perspective, attention must be devoted to the danger of normalization, and

there is no alternative but to formulate plans that will exact a heavy price from those traitors

who take part in normalization.
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Document 7: Qalibaf's remarks from the protocol of the Hamas delegation's visit to Iran, June
19-23,2023

Al-Sinwar's Insights of 2023

Normalization with Saudi Arabia Is More Dangerous than

Normalization with Any Other Country
» The documents the IDF brought back from the Gaza Strip indicate that as 2023 progressed,

the Hamas leadership increasingly came to understand that its efforts to halt the
normalization process through the various channels described above were not producing
the desired results, and that the "normalization train" was speeding toward its destination
under determined and consistent American encouragement, already including practical
steps such as visits by Israeli ministers to Saudi Arabia. According to a document dated
October 5,2023, containing the minutes of the 19" meeting of Hamas' Executive Committee
held on September 26 and 27, 2023, a political assessment entitled "Confronting the Saudi-

Israeli Normalization Process" was extensively discussed. According to the minutes, a series
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of decisions was passed, including approval of the document, with several comments,
preparation of a practical work plan to combat normalization and authorizing the Executive
Committee to oversee itsimplementation. Guiding principles were defined, including clearly
expressed opposition to the process, expansion of the front opposing normalization and, as
recommended, a focus on Jerusalem and escalation of the "resistance" in Judea and
Samaria.

» The Hamas leader in the Gaza Strip, Yahya al-Sinwar, presented a position paper entitled,
"Conduct Regarding the Saudi-Israeli Normalization Track." He explained why Saudi Arabia's
leading the process made it especially dangerous and serious, and included criticism of the
conduct of Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, accusing him of promoting

normalization for personal reasons related to enhancing his regional image.

e Normalization is entirely evil, and there is no difference between one country and
another when it comes to normalization. However, Saudi Arabia holds a special status at
the Arab and Islamic levels and has considerable influence, making this a regrettable,
troubling, reprehensible and puzzling step. The following differences can be identified
between Saudi normalization and that of any other country:

1. It paves the way and encourages other countries to move forward along the path.
2. The Palestinian issue is part of the Saudi-American negotiations, and the Palestinian
question will be affected by the outcome of any agreements which are reached. That will
have implications for the Palestinian issue in both its political and practical aspects.
3. The agreement is not limited to a bilateral meeting but extends beyond it into a
broader, new regional order involving political and security alliances, with the Zionist

entity at their heart.
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e Bin Salman aspires to establish his image as the leader of the region at the expense
of all other countries, including Egypt. Leadership of the region must pass through
the Israeli gateway in coordination with the Americans. His growing ambitions and
political recklessness have implications for our issue and for the region, and herein

lies the danger of this step.
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Document 8: Minutes of the Hamas Executive Committee meeting (September 26 and 27,

2023), October 5, 2023

» Al-Sinwar's review shows that he viewed the realization of normalization as a genuinely
fatal blow which would eliminate the Palestinian cause, and he stressed that Hamas would

not surrender to normalization or accept it as having been divinely ordained.

e While we sense the danger of normalization, we do not surrender to it as having been
divinely ordained and will end the Palestinian issue. It is the issue of a people, a nation
and holy places that have survived many conspiracies. Egyptian or Saudi normalization

will not end the cause of the Palestinian people.
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Document 8: Minutes of the Hamas Executive Committee meeting (September 26 and 27,
2023), October 5, 2023

Striking the "Zionist enemy" to Send a Message to the

Normalization Partners
»Al-Sinwar also said Hamas could play an important role in disrupting and halting

normalization by "inflicting a blow on the Zionist enemy and undermining its sense of
security.” In al-Sinwar's view, that would also tell the countries of the normalization camp
that Israel was not a safe place. He reached this conclusion based on lessons from the past

and the role Hamas played in derailing the Oslo Accords and the Dayton Agreements."”

e Hamas is not marginal; through its resistance and through the arms of our Palestinian
people, it can disrupt the plans and halt the spread of the conspiracies against the
Palestinian cause. Just as we played a role in subverting Oslo and Dayton, and in light of
the steadfastness of the resistance in Gaza throughout the wars waged by the movement
against the Zionist enemy, and the movement's defense of Jerusalem and al-Agsa
Mosque, we will have a role in striking this Zionist enemy, shaking its foundations,
undermining its security and sending a message to the partners in normalization that the
Israeli occupation is not an oasis of security and stability. That is a very important element
in confronting the issue, in addition to strengthening the roadmap for action with our

allies, the components of the nation and its elites.

15 A strategic initiative led by the United States to reorganize, train and upgrade the Palestinian
Authority's security apparatuses. The arrangements were named after American General Keith
Dayton, who was appointed in 2005 as the U.S. security coordinator for the Palestinian Authority.
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o Wewill confront this phase as duty requires, despite the imbalance in the balance of

power. We may not succeed in stopping the process, but we will disrupt it and

deprive it of legitimacy.
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Document 8: Minutes of the Hamas Executive Committee meeting (September 26-27, 2023),
October 5,2023

No Political Suicide
P At the Executive Committee meeting, the Hamas leadership passed a series of practical

decisions for combating normalization, including shaping perception to construct a broad
front opposing the process at the local, regional and international levels, along with popular
initiatives. At the same time, Hamas was careful to conduct the struggle in the political arena

in an extremely cautious and controlled manner.

1. The position must be clear, strong, unwavering and unequivocal.

2. Strength, clarity and political and media boldness do not mean embarking on a
course of political suicide. Political confrontations should not be begun with the entire
Arab and Islamic environment, since many states have moved in this direction

(normalization).
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3. The front opposing Saudi-Israeli normalization should be expanded at both the popular
and official levels, on the Palestinian, regional and international planes; all parts of the
nation should be mobilized, and the scope of popular and elite-secular opposition should be

broadened to reduce the dangers of normalization and halt its spread.
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Document 8: Minutes of the Hamas Executive Committee meeting (September 26-27, 2023),
October 5,2023

Al-Aqgsa and Jerusalem, the Accelerant for the Struggle
» The minutes of the meeting showed that al-Sinwar believed that to increase the chances

of success in the struggle against normalization and mobilize as broad an opposition front
as possible, normalization should be portrayed as a threat to the sacred values at the heart
of the Muslim consensus and used as the accelerant for escalating terrorism in Judea and

Samaria, inside Israel and beyond:

4. Focuson Jerusalem and al-Agsa to leverage the struggle against the normalization project.
It is against that rock that the greatest conspiracies faced by the Islamic nation throughout
history have been shattered.

5. Escalate the resistance in the West Bank and expand the arena of confrontation with the

Zionist enemy inside and outside Palestine, based on what is taking place at al-Agsa Mosque.
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Document 8: Minutes of the Hamas Executive Committee meeting (September 26-27, 2023),
October 5,2023

» Al-Sinwar's position and his use of the "threat to al-Agsa" to leverage escalation and ignite
the situation was also clearly reflected in an impassioned speech he delivered after
Operation Guardian of the Walls. He stressed that al-Agsa Mosque and Jerusalem were a red
line and firing rockets at Jerusalem had merely been a rehearsal and a small exercise
illustrating what could happen if Israel again attempted to damage al-Agsa Mosque. He
threatened that the next time Israel tried to harm al-Agsa, the "resistance" would attack
Israel with its full force in a combined assault involving the Gaza Strip, Judea and Samaria

and the Arabs of the "occupied territory" [the Arabs of Israel].
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Al-Sinwar's speech after Operation Guardian of the Walls (Al Jazeera, May 26, 2021)

The Need for an Extraordinary Action to Create a Strategic Turning
Point
» At the Hamas political bureau meeting in the Gaza Strip on October 2, 2023, the last

meeting before the October 7 terrorist attack and massacre, al-Sinwar again related to
normalization between Israel and Saudi Arabia. He claimed it would lead to "regional
deterioration" as additional countries followed Saudi Arabia and created a complex reality
for the "resistance project." He ruled that, given the situation and the progress of

normalization, there was no alternative but to carry out what he described as an
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"extraordinary action" by Hamas and its "resistance axis" partners. However, although al-
Sinwar knew that the attack was expected to begin within a matter of days, he did not refer
to it directly, evidence of the compartmentalization that existed even within Hamas' top

leadership.

¢ The Saudi-Zionist normalization:

1. There is no doubt that the Saudi-Zionist normalization agreement is advancing
significantly, especially in light of the practical steps being taken (visits by Zionist
ministers to Saudi Arabia and the media discourse).

2. Normalization with Saudi Arabia will bring about a strategic change in the region and
the world, open the door for most Arab and Islamic countries to move down the same
path and increase the challenges facing the resistance project and the Jerusalem axis.

3. An extraordinary action is required by the movement and the forces of the resistance
axis to create a major shift or a strategic turning point in the trajectories and balances of
power in the region regarding the Palestinian issue and the confrontation with

normalization and the region's collapse.
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Document 9: From the minutes of the Hamas political bureau meeting, October 2, 2023
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